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Conversions

Currency
Australian currency was pounds, shillings and pence until 1966 when decimal currency
was introduced. £1 then became $2, 10 shillings became $1, 12 pence became ten cents.

Measurements
After decimal currency was introduced, metric measurements replaced imperial meas-
urements. One yard or three feet equals 0.91 metres, one metre equals 3.28 feet.
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Cover

The Albert Park Lagoon on a Saturday afternoon, October 1877

The artist has engraved this print from a viewpoint at St. Kilda looking northwards. The
island in the foreground was at this time called St. Kilda Island. A Chinese sampan,
owned by Mr. Van Wyck (ladies’ favourite craft) can be seen by the island, but what the
five people are doing on the island is a mystery. The large cutter in the centre of the
picture is Mr. Wm. Reddish’s Martha which was 27 feet long and could carry 20 people.
Its bowsprit was 18 feet long. Keelson to topmost was 40 feet. However, with iron cen-
treboard drawn up, the Martha only drew fifteen inches. The small schooner is Mr. Glenn
Knight's Marianne.

The two portly gentlemen in the foreground are undoubtedly members of the APYC
wearing Club uniform, but what they are doing at St. Kilda is another mystery. The
boathouse on the right is Munson’s Boat House. On the horizon to the right is the newly
built Government House.

The dog is begging the APYC members to throw the stick again — but their attention is
elsewhere.

The ladies and gentlemen, it must be remarked, do seem a little overdressed for the
occasion. However, ordinary people would have been elsewhere working, it being Sat-
urday — a normal working day in 1877.

Reproduced from Australian Sketcher 27 October 1877 (State Library of Victoria).

Foreword

Today
well lived
makes every yesterday
a dream of happiness
and every tomorrow
a vision of hope

The History of Albert Park Yacht Club

This splendid account of the APYC has evolved over many years. Initially material had been gathered
around the time of the Club’s centenary year and now, in the 125th year, some more recent stories and
events have been documented.

The Club has always, and continues to be, innovative, pioneering and public-spirited. Perhaps these
attributes have arisen from the Lake’s unique environment. Once just a winter lagoon providing a
safer alternative than Port Phillip, today the Lake is praised by overseas and interstate sailors as a
very special sailing playground. The Club continues to harness and provide great opportunities for all
people to “mess around in boats’, at any level.

Past and present members, committees and associates of the Club have always had ‘dreams’ or vi-
sions about the future development of sailing on the Lake. The Club, with its history and spirit, has
wonderful opportunities ahead. To read this history about the Club’s past will be an inspiration to all
future members to carry on and ensure the APYC spirit is kept alive.

Ronald S. Parker
Commodore (1994-1997)



“There is nothing worth living for but Christian architecture

and a boat”

— Auguste Pugin, 19th century architect.

“God bless my soul, it was this morning I met my boy
Auguste in the disguise of a common sailor, carrying on his

head a tub of water”

— Father of Auguste Pugin, 19th century architect.

Preface

he average yacht club is an organisation of surpris-

ing intricacy, yet most of the operations are, as in an
ants’ nest, largely hidden from public view. And even
the observable activities, to the people walking around
our Lake, remain very mysterious or are mistakenly re-
garded as simply ‘messing about in boats’.

Avyacht club cannot functionif its members think only
of their own enjoyment. Service to one’s fellow-mem-
bers is learnt at an early age. You cannot launch your
boat unaided most of the time, so you learn to help oth-
ers so that they will help you.

Within the yacht club are other enterprises, the off-
shoots of class associations, which aim to keep the class
viable, always opposing the forces of evolution, for each
one-design class has building rules that are unchang-
ing.

The activity that is most unobservable is the work of
the honorary secretary. If he or she gets to sail, good luck
to them! With memberships now in big numbers, this
work has become a real challenge. The secretary is usu-
ally a silent worker and their work is often overlooked,
but it is of the greatest importance and it is regretted
that the names of secretaries do not often appear in this
history. The treasurer is also an unsung hero. The social
secretary must be acknowledged, for he or she can make
a happy club, and of course we must not forget the club
captain who has to keep the clubhouse in order, and the
class captains who assist. The newsletter editor and the
people who help keep communications going between
members, are essential.

There are other inconspicuous workers like race offi-
cials, rescue boat operators and shore-based helpers such
as duty officers and galley attendants — and of course,
those ordinary members who always roll up to working
bees to keep the clubhouse spick and span, or even take
part in building operations. Regretfully, most of these
people have not been named in this book.

Descriptions of races do not appear in this history, but
there is a list of champions, to show that the Club has
achieved success on the water as well as providing rec-
reation for all ages. The author regrets that this is an
incomplete history, but it would be dull reading if every

detail appeared, and also very long. The Club’s Com-
modores are listed, as far as known, and also the
Honorary Life-members. If you are wondering about
Vice-commodores, probably most of them finished up
as Commodores, and the Commodores usually finished
up as Rear-commodores.

The author hopes he has conveyed the vitality of the
Club, which has survived for 125 years. With the pub-
lic-spirited nature of many of the Club’s recent activities,
and with a deepened and weed-free lake, the Club will
surely go on, as long as people sail boats.

In The Beginning

he history of a place is influenced by geography and

the cultural antecedents of its people. Though Mel-
bourne is beside the sea, the Bay was long considered a
place it was best to avoid. But Melbourne was founded
by English, Scots and Irish with a strong naval tradition,
and they brought with them the idea that the safety of
the kingdom depended very much on every man being
more or less a sailor. For this reason regattas were held
several times a year, the first being held in 1838, only
three years after first settlement by the Yarra.

Such regattas depended for the most part on profes-
sional seamen, fishermen and workers of the port called
watermen. There were some amateurs, a very few the
equal of the professionals.

At times amateurs banded together to form clubs but
none survived long for various reasons. There was the
reality of a vast stretch of water which could turn dan-
gerous in a changeable climate, unless ballasted yachts
were fully decked. But such vessels demanded sheltered
anchorages handy to owners” homes, and these did not
exist until the 1870s.

Long before our own code of football began, the most
popular sport apart from horse racing was rowing, which
boomed in the 1860s. It was in search of a better rowing
venue than the winding, snag-filled and polluted Yarra
that the rowing enthusiasts turned their eyes to the la-
goon in Albert Park, as a possible site for improvement.

In 1870 an energetic and ambitious Emerald Hill
(South Melbourne) property developer, William

Buckhurst, toured the world and
returned to Melbourne with ideas
for Melbourne’s improvement.
The provision of an ornamental
lake for water sports within a
pleasant park, like Hyde Park in
London, was his vision, and he
saw Albert Park as providing the
site. To get things moving he or-
dered thebuilding of a light-draft
yacht at ‘Jem’ Edwards’s boat-
building works by the Yarra at
Princes Bridge. It was launched
on Albert Park lagoon at the end
of January 1871 and christened
Pioneer.

At about the same time two
Chinese sampans were imported
from Foochow in China, and af-
ter trials on the Bay and on Lake
Wendouree, finished up on Albert
Park lagoon.

The lagoon was then two lakes
which after winter rains became
one sheet of water shallowing
around the edges. At Buckhurst’s
expense some improvements were carried out and two
boat hirers began building sheds. The first sailing race
ever held on the lagoon took place in May 1871 after
autumn rains, between hired boats from Edwards’s and
Greenland’s boatsheds, which had been established ear-
lier that year.

In the summer of 1871-1872 the water level on the la-
goon was insufficient for sailing, but when rain had filled
the lake in 1872, 9 skiffs and 12 yachts on hire from the
two boat sheds raced, with skippers balloting for boats,
surely yachting for the proletariat at 3/- a day for each
boat hire.

The Club is Born .- -

n 15 September 1872, at Taylor’s Clarendon Hotel,

Emerald Hill, a meeting was held to form the Albert
Park Yacht Club, and 50 members were enrolled. It was
announced at thismeeting that plans for lagoon improve-
ment had been completed.

This was not the first permanent yacht club to be
formed in Victoria; the Victoria Yacht Club (now RYCV)
had been founded only five months earlier in April 1872.
The APYC was, however, the first permanent inland
waters yacht club to be founded in Australia.

In March 1873 the tender of 4,625 pounds 17 shillings
and 7 pence for lagoon improvements by Packham and
Faram, was accepted by the Victorian Government.

By September 1873 after six months’ work it was clear
the lake construction was not going well. A dispute had
arisen and work ceased while the contractors sued the
Queen. It was not until late 1874 that the contractors were
awarded damages and the work resumed, but it was
never satisfactorily completed.

In November 1874 the APYC burst into life again, the
interval having been used to construct yachtswhich were
far too large for the water they had to sail on. Most am-
bitious of all was the Martha, which was 27 feet long, 8

Phillip Bay’

John Cosgrave, ‘Father of yachting on Port

feet beam, keelson to topmast 40
feet, and with a bowsprit of 18
feet.

The first President of the
APYC was John Cosgrave. He
came to Melbourne soon after it
was founded, as an Irish boy ap-
prenticed to Melbourne’s first
doctor. Then he became a boat
building apprentice, hotel owner
during the gold rush, and finally
Treasurer of Melbourne Town.
Because of his activities on Bay
waters he became known as the
‘Father of Yachting on Port
Phillip Bay’.

The activities at Albert Park
Lake attracted considerable at-
tention and popularised the
sport to such an extent that other
yacht clubs began on Port Phillip
Bay. In 1875 the Brighton Sailing
Club was founded (now RBYC),
followed by the St. Kilda Sailing
club in 1876 (now RMYS).

By December 1875 the recur-
ring problem of lack of water in summertime led to an
outcry. A newspaper report:

The lake was : “... a sheet of water obstructed by heaps
of mud and grass, so thick that a boat can scarcely make
headway through it. Don’t the woodenheads know that
grass grows faster and thicker the more shallow the
water ? ‘

One answer was sailing in lightly ballasted skiffs
which could race on a mere 25 inches of water.

By 1876 the lake was described as:

“... neither more than less a puddle of the dirtiest and
dangerous kind, its surface covered over with green
slime, and it may at any moment become the cause of
widespread disease. The Albert Park Yacht Club should
not be left to fight alone the battle of having the lagoon
put in order.”

It had always been part of the plan in the creation of
Albert Park Lake to provide a pipeline and pump to re-
plenish the lake each summer. In 1878 there was a report
of the pumping engine in use bringing fresh water from
the Yarra at Brander’s Ferry, but there were inadequate
funds for it to cope with the problem for the whole sum-
mer.

On Queen’s Birthday 24 May 1877, 3000 spectators
lined the shores of Lake Wendouree in Ballarat to see
the yachtsmen from the Albert Park Yacht Club race
againstBallaratresidents. Earlier the visiting yachtshad
been unloaded from railway trucks and were paraded
through the town to the Lake. The Ballarat yachts were
too good for the visitors, the local opinion being that the
APYC boats “looked like common ships’ boats”. How-
ever, the smart blue gold-braided uniforms of the
members of the APYC, particularly that of the Commo-
dore, William Reddish, excited comment.

Following this regatta the Ballarat Yacht Club was
broughtintobeing and the APYCreturned for the Club’s




























































