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Editor’s view

How quickly this year is going, with more 
lockdowns to keep us away from the club and our 
friends, we find Easter rapidly approaching.

It turned out to be quite a mild summer with 
Melbourne not actually hitting the 40 degree 
mark at all which has meant for some absolutely 
glorious days on the water.

There have been some people away at titles and 
even more coming back to the club as fleet sizes 
have gradually grown. How good it has been to 
get on the water and hear the sound of laughter 
around the club again.

Keep safe and enjoy your reading. 
 
The OTL Team 
Jennifer, Darryl and Chris

 

apyc.org.au apyc facebook
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▲ Jon Pulham coaches Charlotte O’Neill during a Learn to 
sail course on a Saturday morning. 
 

 
 Our cover shows Riv and Glen Davey-Green looking very 

focused and moving well on the lake.

▼ Marian Green enjoying being back on the water and 
wonderful warm weather this summer has brought us.



APYC Committee

Commodore

Grant Haggett

Committee

Norma Watt

Membership

Rob Allen

Club Captain

Graeme Cox

Vice Commodore

Glen Currie

Committee

Geoff Wood 

Committee

Dave Weston

Rear Commodore

Paul Taig

Committee

Peter Whitaker

Committee ~ WinterSail

Ray Wines

Committee

Peter Naismith

Secretary

Jill Stow

The APYC committee meets on the second Tuesday of every month.

The committee works tirelessly to maintain and improve the club but is always happy to hear ideas or 
projects you would like to run. If you have any questions, or issues you would like raised at the next 
meeting, find one of the members around the club on a Saturday or email: secretary@apyc.org.au
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Over the past weeks we’ve continued some 
beautiful evening sails on Tuesdays and 
some sailors have been able to come down on 
Saturdays. For Uni students, from the feedback 
I have had, the Lake is an amazing venue to 
practice boat handling skills and so convenient 
being close to the city. 

I have been organising the Tuesday sailing while 
reaching out to more Uni sailors to come and 
join the fun. We currently have a wonderful team, 
with sailors from beginners to quite experienced 
international and interstate level people. 

My dream goal is to have a broad group of keen 
sailors of all experience levels out on the water to 
share experience while we socialise and enjoy this 
beautiful view of the city that too few get to see. 

On Tuesday’s, we rig the boats, get out on the water 
for the best views of the city and fresh wind, sail 
in and de-rig in time for sunset at 8pm, followed 
by casual drinks at the Yacht Club Deck which is a 
great opportunity to get acquainted with the rest of 
the Sailing Team. We finish up around 9pm.

We also do some bay sailing out of the Victorian 
Royal Yacht Squadron to get a different perspective 
of the Melbourne skyline.

For more information go to:  
sport.unimelb.edu.au/clubs/sailing  
and people join here:  
revolutionise.com.au/apyc

 

Olga Kostochka
Melbourne Uni Sailing Club

Melb Uni 
Melbourne University/Albert Park Yacht Club Sailing Initiative

Above: The distant Melbourne skyline from the bay. 
Below left: The Melb Uni crew hit the water
Below right: a watchful eye is always around.
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This year is a very exciting one for the yacht 
club. In October we will celebrate our 150th 
opening day and the committee is planning 
some great events to celebrate this amazing 
milestone, we are lucky to have such a 
great history.

While so much work is going on to make this 
celebration a success, it has been decided to put 
the reunification vote with ASC on hold and 
concentrate our efforts on the programs for this 
year. I believe that the best way to ensure the 
continuance and development of club sailing on the 
lake at this time is through a single club approach. 
While we all have very strong connnections to 
our club, ultimately the legacy we leave the next 
generation is to have a strong organisation to 
ensure this. We will continue to work with ASC 
and build our great relationship of co-operation 
and friendship whilst improving sailing and social 
activities together. 

Our club is always looking at ways we can improve, 
and thanks to the effort of members the Port 
Lounge is constantly improving and we have new 
groups of younger people starting to enjoy sailing at 
the lake. The Melbourne Uni group are now Sailing 
on Tuesday nights and the Albert Park College is 
becoming more active in their sailing.

The weekend of 20-21 March, we took two 
Jubilees to Ballarat to contest the Jubilee state 
titles. It was a great weekend with very close racing 
and Ballarat Yacht club is always very welcoming. 

Chris Pulham skippered Wataworrie with Paul Taig 
as fored hand and myself on the main and runners, 
and although we have not sailed much recently, 
we had a successful weekend finishing in second 
place overall. Jon Pulham skippered Pegasus with 
John Dixon, Jen Jaeger, Jill Stow and Leonie from 
Ballarat YC as crew. All of whom have not sailed 
together before and Jill and Jens first time sailing 
in a regatta. The racing was very close and we were 
all lucky to avoid being tangled up in the mark 
roundings that at times were quite hectic.

Over Easter many members will once again go to 
Waranga basin. This is a great time to get away 
and unwind and create new memories. I hope to 
see many members and friends around the camp 
fire once again. Whatever you do over the holidays 
I hope you have a happy and safe time. 

Good sailing

Grant Haggett
Commodore APYC

A word from the Commodore.
This year is such an exciting year for us all.
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The joy people have found getting back to the lake and the sailing they have missed so 
much over the last year is wonderful to see. Above: Peter Whitaker in his element.

Peter Naismith’s handiwork has enhanced the Port Lounge 
even more.

The numbers from Albert Park College continue to grow

Fleet sizes continue to grow as people return to the Lake. The Jubilees are proving a great asset in introducing people to 
sailing on the lake.
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How wonderful it is to see some bigger sails silhouetted 
against the city background on the lake again.
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Due to Covid, 2020 was an awful year to join 
the Club. However we welcomed the following 
new APYC members during the year:

The club welcomes
Anthony, Chris and Will Peyton; Sian Thomas; 
Steven Cook and Eddie Gillespie of Albert Park 
College; Richard Tate, Anna Cornell, Jack and 
Tessie; Cliff Rothwell and Bernard Eade who 
came for winter and are staying on; Rosemary 
Fitzgerald; Michael Ciccarella; Bob Stenta; 
Gerard Nolan; Justin and Jason Zhang, and Lang 
Guo (Juniors). The last six were in our learn-
to-sail (L2S ie Start-Sailing 1 & 2) courses over 
November to February.

This year the following have 
also joined: 
Pablo Rois Orza, his wife Vanessa and daughter 
Clara(10) (all in L2S); Ante Salinovic (L2S); Ed 
Wright; Kylie Balmain (from Rosebud YC); Peter 
Johns (L2S); Dan Fitzgerald, his wife Tina and 
boys Christian(14) and Joshua(12) (Dan and 
Christian are in L2S); John Fairfax who is from 
Chelsea YC and has brought his VeeJay 9016 
“Walkaway”; Michaela Hill (L2S); Rhett and Toni 
Harris (L2S); Chris Linden, his wife Rosy and 
children Melanie, Mark and Matthew (Chris and 
Matthew(13) in L2S). 

As well Olga Kostochka has been given Honorary 
APYC membership. Olga runs sessions with the 
UMSC, at present twice a week and is working 
hard to help us develop the club’s on line presence 
and a new member strategy. 

Membership matters
A warm welcome to all those new to the club.

Will and Anthony Peyton looking quite happy during the Learn to 
sail course. Coaches Paul Taig and Peter Whitaker in the RIB. 
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New post-lockdown members of 
Uni Melb Sailing Club: 
Wenbin Fei (L2S), Can Ertan, Mariana Ibarra, 
Cindy Bui, Monique Khasin, Farouk Arnaout, 
Kelvin Ye, Ali Aien, Davood Shojaei; since 
New Year: Zhirui Zhou, Ali Jibraan, Nancy 
Huang (L2S). 

A warm welcome to you all!

The new billing system
Starting with Uni Melb Sailing Club (UMSC), in 
2020 we moved our membership billing system 
over to RevSports, the on-line platform for clubs 
affiliated with Australian Sailing. We had put 
off doing this for several years but RevSports is 
better than its predecessor and although a bit 
tedious to set up, the renewal process has gone 

better than previous years, that is, the money 
has come in faster. (Probably due to those pesky 
automatic reminder emails!) 

The invoices have much less detail - bad. (I have 
used the old ones as a one-page snapshot of 
each family or individual member; did anyone 
else keep them for that? You may have seen 
me carrying around a ring binder full of them.) 
However you do get speedy receipt emails for 
almost everything - good. Many of you chose the 
convenience of paying on-line through PIN. 

And by the way, thank you very 
much to those who paid the 
full renewal amount including 
the donation. 

Gerard Nolan on the helm and Michael Ciccarella
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If you didn’t see our invoices, this may be because 
they got lost in you email Spam or Junk or 
Promotions folders. You may need to tell your 
app “Not Spam” for email from the 
info@apyc.org.au  
membership@apyc.org.au  
or others such as learn2sail, treasurer, etc. 

Make sure you subscribe to eNews, let us know if 
you have any problems and we’ll try to help.

The websites
We now have two:  
The first apyc.org.au contains the calendar, 
general information, racing information, the 
latest ‘On the Lake’, membership forms, a 
subscribe link to eNews, etc and looks prettier. 

The second revolutionise.com.au/apyc is the 
front door to RevSports and has public web 
pages to join Uni Melb Sailing Club or to join 
as a temporary Sail Pass member, but not yet as 
a normal member. It does allow you to log in, 
view and update your personal information, eg. 
phone number and email address. If you do make 
a change please also send a brief email to me on 
membership@apyc.org.au to let me know what 

changed so I can then ensure our info is up to date 
as well.

The login ID to access RevSports should have 
been sent to you sometime in the last 2 years, 
together with a one-time link to choose your 
password (which you may not have done). If you 
can’t remember your login ID then the website 
will send you another choose-password email. If 
you can’t remember your login ID then you enter 
your email address and the system will send you 
your login ID with a link to choose a password. 
Under five minutes. (If still no go, contact me.)

After logging in to RevSports a UMSC member 
can pay their day fee. 

Currently, other users would only use it to 
register to join a training course, for example, 
Start Sailing 2. However, the best place to start is 
to contact Peter Whitaker,  
learn2sail@apyc.org.au first and we can do the 
registration for you. 

Rob Allen, 
Membership Secretary 

membership@apyc.org.au 

At Tudor Insurance Australia we can arrange 
cover on your craft against accidental 
loss or damage including liability to third 
parties whilst navigating within Australian 
waters under the national facility that has 
been arranged. 

Professional Insurance Brokers offering 
special premiums to all members on boat, 
home & contents and commercial insurances

Appointed Brokers to the 
ALBERT PARK YACHT CLUB

Contact: David Cooper 
Tudor Insurance Australia Pty Ltd 
1st Floor 9 Clyde Road, Berwick VIC 3806 
PO Box 256, Berwick VIC 3806 
Phone: (03) 9707-3033 
Fax: (03) 9707-4568 
Email: service@tudorinsurance.com.au 
tudorinsurance.com.au

Tudor insurance
Professional Insurance Brokers
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The last social sailing Sunday was picture 
perfect. Sunshine, a nice gentle breeze, 
everyone was out enjoying the warm weather. 
Where would you rather be.

We had several boats out on the water and the 
Wooden Boat Association had people down as well, 
rigging their amazing classic boats and washing the 
dust off them out on the lake. 

John Fairfax of the wooden boat group want to 
attract a group of VJ’s and get a core of these classic 
boats sailing together at the lake.

These social sailing Sundays are a great 
opportunity to come and dust your boat off if you 
haven’t sailed for a while as there is always help 
around to get you on the water. We have rescue 
boats around to keep an eye on you while you’re out 
there as well. 

Particularly as we have the 150th Opening Day 

coming up in October and we would like every boat 
in the club on the water that day. So use the mild 
weather as an excuse to come down and use that 
boat you have sitting in the racks and remember 
how much you enjoy sailing.

Darryl Larcombe
Sabre: Electra –31

Social Sundays
It’s all about relaxing and enjoying being on the water



It’s a while since we’ve seen that cheeky smile at the club.  
Team Naismith had a change with Anita Weller ( left) back on the water with Pauline. 
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Hasn’t it been nice to get back out on the 
water, to have fun on our beautiful lake again. 
Although racing has started again, I encourage 
everyone who is new to sailing, or APYC to 
come down for racing. 

Please let me know if you are new or feel you need 
someone to keep an eye on you during a race. We 
can let the Race Officer know and you can even 
start last if you don’t feel confident starting with 
the fleet.

The best way to gain confidence in sailing is to get 
out there and have a go and we have the systems 
in place to help you do it. 

On another note, if your boat hasn’t been out for a 
while, make sure when you’re setting up to make 
a mental note of any jobs you need to do. I took 
my Sabre our for the first time in months and it 

filled with about an inch of water, because all the 
seams had dried out. It gave me a bit of a fright; 
I was checking I had the bungs in that’s for sure. 
Next time I took her out there was no problem. 
I also noticed some of my smaller bits of line 
around the boat are looking a bit worn so time to 
update them. 

If you have any queries about you boats, sailing in 
Green Fleet or anything else please ask myself or 
any of the other class Captains and I’m sure they 
will help.

See you on the water

Jennifer Jaeger
Green fleet captain 

Ankh-Or –1284

Green fleet
Help is always at hand

The ‘ducks’ are always around and can keep an eye on you as well as 
some helpful hints as you go. Graeme and Ross are always helpful.
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We have been talking about it for a long time 
and it’s almost time to party like it’s 1899! 
Probably even more than would have been 
done back then. 

October 9th this year is the 150th Opening of the 
sailing season and the start of the 150th year of 
celebrations for the club.

Plans are already in place but there is much work 
to be done. So we are looking for people to take 
on small tasks to help with this historic year. Any 
member or friend of the club who can add their 
energy and/or expertise, we would be grateful for 
your help. 

For this year we are planning for: 
• Book Launch around September 
• 150th Opening Day in October

In 2022 there will be
• 150th Winter Sail
• 150th CitySail
• Sailathon
• 150th Reunion (please contact us with any past 

members that should be invited)
• 150th Formal Dinner and more to come.
• Memorabilia is also being prepared and 

members will have order details shortly.

Please put your name down to assist with any of 
the above by contacting Jill Stow at the club or by 
email at secretary@apyc.org.au

This is an exciting period in the history of the 
club, let’s make it a fun and memorable time 
for all.

Celebrating 150 years of sailing on Albert Park Lake

Est      1871

Albert Park Yacht Club

1871 ~ 2021



After a good nine months of no sailing 
activities it’s nice to see members gradually 
coming back with the Naismiths in Amazon, 
myself & crew in Good Pace, Peter Saffin 
sailing solo in his blue Pacer with the nice 
looking sails, Riv & Glen in a club Pacer, 
Hendrix & Oliver in a club Pacer and Isabella 
& Skye in Pacheetah Magic. We all enjoyed 
the fresh air and freedom of sailing and 
short course racing after being restricted for 
so long.

Also back are the students from Melbourne Uni 
for a bit of fun sailing in the early afternoon and 
Albert Park College are once again joining our 
afternoon racing series in our club Pacers. 

Thanks to you all for bringing 
back sailing on the Lake it’s great 
to see a bit of normality at the club 
in 2021.

Pacer State Titles at Somers 
Yacht Club
On the long weekend at Somers we had a mixed 
fleet of 25 Pacers from racing Pacers to training 
Pacers from Western Port Bay Clubs to Port 
Phillip Bay Clubs & Lake Club APYC

The first 2 races on Saturday afternoon were in 
10 to 15kts with the wind and tide travelling in the 
same direction and this made the starts easy with 
the tide keeping the fleet behind the line. 

The biggest problem was the top mark with 
boats continually under laying the mark with a 
number of boats hitting the mark while rounding 
and having to do a 360˚ penalty while the rest of 
the course was quite straight forward. Another 
obstacle on the course was floating kelp, we 
picked up some on the way out to the course on 
Sunday and it stops you worse than lake weed so 
we were constantly looking out for it. 

Ed and I were not quite on the pace in the first 
race and had a near capsize but we saved it and 
with a boat full of water headed for the dreaded 

Pacer Class Captain Report
It’s nice to see members gradually coming back to the lake.

Riv and Glen Davey-Green  Skye, Geoff and Isabella Wood
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top mark. Ed did a good job on the spinnaker 
and we placed 15th overall, not bad for our first 
championship race together. The next race saw 
the same thing happening under laying the top 
mark and after a good start we nearly ended up on 
it but put in a good sharp port tack to clear it. 

But the dramas were only starting with spinnaker 
up and drawing nicely we put in a Gybe around 
the Gybe mark and taking the pole off the mast 
the pin and spring dropped out of the pole beak, 
so we dropped the kite while Ed repaired the 
beak this happened twice much to our annoyance 
but in the end we got our reward finishing in 
6th place.

Isabella and Skye in Pacheetah Magic did 
exceptionally well with two 4th placings they 
were in the top five all afternoon, well done girls. 

On Sunday the wind came in the afternoon and 
the decision was made to have three short races 
with the breeze 10kts and under. I had Hendrix 
as my second crew who was much lighter and 
shorter than Ed for Sunday & Monday racing 
and the weather has worked out favorably with 
the crew change. The starts of these three races 
saw some tight bunching of the fleet for a couple 
of general recalls and with that the penalty flag 
was hoisted.

The Pacer fleet on Somers beach

L-R: Ed Wright, Paul Taig  
and Paul’s ‘future crew’ granddaughter Lara.



Hendrix and I got some good starts, placing us in 
the first three at the top mark and in one race at 
the Gybe mark we were hit by a 125 and pushed 
into the mark. Having to do a 360˚ penalty turn 
for hitting the mark and we went from 1st to 4th 
place. That hurts! 

Another incident in the next race, we got the 
sheet caught over the boom while dropping the 
spinnaker but Hendrix quickly rectified the 
problem. In the last race for the day we misjudged 
the start and despite some problems we ended up 
with a 5th, 6th and 8th placings which we were 
quite happy with.

Isabella and Skye in Pacheetah Magic placed 
9th in race 3 and race 4 received a penalty of 26 
points for breaking the start (OCS) and a 21st 

place for race 5. An unfortunate day for the girls 
despite their best efforts.

Monday the 6th and final race for the series 
provided light shifting breeze coming from the 
top mark and the tide coming in the opposite 
direction. A starters nightmare, this was difficult 
trying to stay behind the start line with the tide 
wanting to push you over. Again we had a good 
start and were up there with the front runners 
along with Isabella and Skye and the opposite was 
happening at the top mark from previous races 
with boats overlaying the mark. 

Pacheetah Magic with Isabella and Skye placed 
3rd in race 6, another great effort and for Hendrix 
and I a 5th placing. 

Hendrix, Jess, Sarah Eliza, Lauren, Skye, Isabella and Samantha.
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To my crew Ed and Hendrix 
you both did a great job on the 
spinnaker considering the 2 hours 
of practice you had beforehand so 
thanks for your excellent efforts. 

Enjoy Your Sailing

Paul Taig.
“Good Pace” 2847.

Results for the 2021 Pacer State 
Titles at Somers Yacht Club:
4th Overall & 1st Masters  
“Good Pace”  
Skipper: Paul Taig. 
Crew: Ed Wright & Hendrix Hamalainen.

8th Overall & 2nd Junior/Junior  
“ Pacheetah Magic ” 
Skipper: Isabella Wood. 
Crew: Skye Wood. 

Anne, Darren, Paul and Hendrix.

The Pacer and 125 fleets gather for a wonderfully colourful photo. Photo’s by Geoff Wood.
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Galley Roster 
Seeking more volunteers to help in the Galley.  

It’s tough - a delicious free lunch, great company and you get to meet everyone. 
Give it a try. (No moustache required)

Date Helpers 
13 Mar Pam Pulham, Jackie White

20 Mar Jackie White, Carol Wines

27 Mar Gillian Whitaker, Rhonda Taig

3 Apr EASTER SATURDAY

10 Apr Rhonda Taig, Carol Wines

17 Apr Pauline Naismith, Pam Pulham

Date Helpers 
24 Apr Rhonda Taig, Jackie White

1 May Pauline Naismith, Gillian Whitaker

8 May Carol Wines, Annette Marrinon

15 May Gillian Whitaker, Pam Pulham

22 May Jackie White, Annette Marrinon

29 May Pauline Naismith, Pam Pulham

“ Your GALLEYGALLEY  needs

Men and women needed on the front line counter

Lord Kitchen-er 
says...

APYC
Special culinary ForceS 

‹†›
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While browsing through the internet on a wet 
Sunday in Covid free Melbourne, I read of 
the frustrations of our UK/European fellow 
sailors not being able to or knowing when 
they will return to sailing. To make it worse 
they have not sailed for nearly twelve months, 
perhaps a return this northern summer? 

It was interesting to note that approximately 
1500 National SOLOs sail each weekend in the 
northern countries, throughout the UK, Holland 
and Portugal.

As one sailing commentator stated, while 
many classes of dinghy come and go the SOLO 
has remained and stood the test of time since 
inception (back in 1956 by designer Jack Holt). 
Aided by a variety of construction materials 
becoming available since the original wooden 
ones. As he stated they are not the fastest boat 
but they do lead to close racing. Also new and 
used craft can be purchased at a reasonable cost 
throughout UK… a shame not here in Oz! 

To add a bit of pride at a recent virtual national 
RYA Dinghy Show held in the UK in February, a 
number of diverse boats entered the “Concourse 
d/Elegance”, competing were… Osprey Mk2; 
Foiling Dinghies; Flying 15s; K1; Wayfarers; 
GP14; Nacra 15 (single handed) and a National 
Solo! All the boats were magnificent examples 
and virtually displayed. After much deliberation 
by the judges the winner was!! … the National 
SOLO a beautifully restored wooden 23+ 
year old named Minz, No. 4214 owned by 
Simon and Brenda Holt UK (any relation to 
original designer?). She looked almost too 
magnificent to sail or accidentally scratch; a well 
deserved winner. 

Did you know that…… what is the minimum hull 
weight to be competitive ??… answer 70kg in a 
dry state with only permanently fitted fittings 
and whipped single ended control lines included 
double ended control lines must be removed for 
weighing. The centre board bolt and if its loose 
the vertical rudder pin that was used with all 
gudgeon fittings some while ago is also allowed 
in the weight. Similarly the mainsheet is now 
allowed, up to 3kgs of lead correctors are allowed 
if the hull is up to 3kgs underweight. Certificates 
for all SOLOs are issued by RYA, not the class 
association to the boat owner. A SOLO boat 
register is managed and maintained by a Dutch 
Solo website.

 
Ray Wines 

Past Commodore 
Solo 2678

Solo Class Captain Report
...and the winner is...

Top: Magic Marine Solo Nation’s Cup at Lake Garda. 
Below: The beautifully restored ‘Minz’.  
Photos from yachtsandyachting.com



How good it is to be enjoying 2021 as we slowly get back to sailing and 
other activities which form part of our ‘normal’ lifestyle.

Despite Covid disruptions, there were still some good outcomes from 2020 
and the committee has been working hard to grow our future while dealing 
with the challenges of the year.

Speaking of the challenges, now that we are back sailing at the club, it is 
easy to see how important our Saturday sailing ritual is to our members 
and how friendships between members have helped many of us to get 
through these difficult times. 

Future planning
Our current state of play in developing sailing on the lake.
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Member development
The relationship with Albert Park College 
continues this year with 50 students per day 
using the club for outdoor education and 
leadership programmes.

Their sailing academy students have joined the club 
and hopefully many of them will sail on Saturday’s 
as was the case last year before the shutdown, and 
we will hopefully welcome students and families to 
experience sailing with a view to joining the club.

Melbourne University students also suffered from 
the shutdown, but they are now back with good 
numbers. In addition, we have put sailing proposals 
to the Scouts regional division and the Girl Guides 
South East Region in an effort to involve them in 
our sailing programmes. Fingers crossed that these 
initiatives will increase the activity on the lake and 
our junior membership.

It is important for members to know that the falling 
membership numbers experienced over recent 
years is being addressed and 2020 did see the 
first increase in membership numbers and it is set 
to continue.

▲ The Albert Park College crew dressed for action before heading out 
onto the water. 

 Some of the Melbourne University people who came to try sailing out 
as part of their O-week



Reunification
Once again, the proposed merger of the clubs was 
hindered by the lockdown and over recent months 
some issues have arisen that were not able to be 
resolved, and at the February committee meeting, 
the committee decided to delay any merger until 
after we celebrate our 150th Opening Day in 
October this year. We believe that members would 
rightly not support a merger just 6 months out 
from our 150th celebration and the other unsolved 
issues confirmed this view. The committee and 
members will be putting all efforts into making the 
150th year a great celebration and we need to be 
focused in this direction.

Sailing precinct and club 
redevelopment
A vision for the rejuvenated Sailing Precinct has 
been developed and 6th Degree architects have 
drawn up a proposal which we have taken to both 
the Labour State Government and the Federal 
Liberal Government. There is no promise of 
success, but it is pleasing that both governments 
are aware of the proposal and the costs and are still 
keen to meet for further discussion.

150th Anniversary
Not long to wait now as the 9th October 2021 will 
be the 150th Opening of the Season for the Albert 
Park Yacht Club. A very big day is being planned 
and you will hear of the arrangements as time 
progresses. A book of our 150-year history is being 
completed as we speak, and members have been 
given the opportunity to contribute to this book. 
There will be many other events planned for the 
year to make this anniversary truly representative 
of our great history on the lake.

APYC is a very active club at the moment so if you 
haven’t been down to visit for a while, come down 
and catch up with fellow members. 

Good sailing

Peter Naismith 

Albert Park Yacht Club

1871 ~ 2021
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After cancellation of last years WinterSail 
regatta due to Covid we are looking forward 
to a fun and rewarding learning experience 
this year. We expect plenty of junior sailors 
attending from all over Melbourne and 
Victorian country clubs during the last few 
days of the school holidays in July.

Once again we will be looking for support from 
APYC members as volunteers assisting with 
registration, galley, shore management, set up 
prior to commencement of regatta and daily 
clean up. This is a critical aspect of the regatta 
and promoting our club. It is most important 
that all our visitors (sailors and their families) 
feel welcome and enjoy the visit, challenge and 
experience with the possibility of becoming new 
members of APYC. What better way than meeting 
our current members and seeing what our club 
has to offer, well organised events facilities and 
that vista!

We intend to have quality coaching staff with a 
manageable ratio of students again this year to 
ensure optimum learning benefits to all sailors.

Our sailing body Australian Sailing has agreed 
to help promote and publicise the event over 
the next few months to sailing clubs around the 
state. You may have noticed we have already 
commenced placing posters around local clubs. 
Our APYC website has been updated with the 
latest information regards WinterSail 2021. 

You will see that the Albert Park Yacht club is a 
leader in the encouragement and development of 
junior/youth sailing as a sport and pastime, which 
will last a lifetime. 

To all members I encourage you to take up the 
government supplied Covid vaccinations as they 
become available, as we will continue to be a 
responsible and Covid free sporting venue. 

For more information to go  
apyc.org.au/wintersail 

 
Ray Wines 

Past Commodore 
Solo 2678

WinterSail
Aaaaaand we’re back!!!
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Does anyone else get itchy feet as the 
Nationals or States approach? Growing up 
with just about every holiday a sailing holiday, 
it’s hard to spend Christmas or the Labour 
Day long weekend sitting on the couch. So 
when both the Impulse Nationals and States 
were postponed, I started looking around for 
somewhere to sail. 

Finding a place to sail over the period we would 
normally be sailing a National championship was 
going to be difficult. Most clubs shut down over 
the Christmas holidays, and those that might 
have been open were still understandably taking 
a cautious approach, having not long emerged 
from lockdown. However, I found out through 
our Impulse Class Captain, Danny Marrinon, 
that Rhyll Yacht Club were running a race series 
between Christmas and New Year. When Danny 
offered accommodation at Castle de Marrinon 
in Cape Woolamai the decision was made, and I 
packed the sailing gear and hooked up the boat 
and headed for Rhyll, on Phillip Island.

Despite assertions from Danny that the club was 
extremely laid back, I got down to the club for 
the first race in full Nationals mode – changed 
and rigged well before the start. I’d also noted 
the high and low tide times, and had memorised 
the weather forecast for the week. I started to get 
wise when 20 minutes before the advertised start 
time most of the boats sailing were still unrigged, 
and even wiser when at 5 minutes before the 
start, I realised the start boat was still in the shed. 
40 minutes after the advertised start time the first 
race finally got under way, and thus began what 
would easily be the most relaxed race series I’ve 
ever sailed. 

As the week progressed I learnt that when Rhyll 
Yacht Club fix a start time for a race, what they 
actually mean is that that’s when you should 
arrive at the club to rig your boat, and that the 
actual start of the race probably won’t be for at 
least half an hour, more likely an hour. By the end 
of the week I could happily relax over brunch at 
Danny’s 15 minutes before the advertised start, 
get stuck in Philip Island holiday traffic, and still 
get to the club an hour before the start. 

The relaxed attitude was also evident on the 
water. From anchoring the start boat at the 
wrong end, to a tower crew who packed up and 
left before the race had finished, Ryhll pulled out 
all the stops to show they are the most laid back 
sailing club in the country. One memorable race 
the start boat crew weren’t sure which flags to put 
up for the start sequence, so for 20 minutes they 
kept raising different flags while the local sailors 
yelled friendly instructions at them in 18 knots of 
wind. I was sitting watching them and trying not 
to laugh when Danny sailed past me and said if we 
didn’t start soon the top mark would be with us. I 
looked around and sure enough, the top mark had 
come adrift and was making its way downwind 
back to us at the start line. We started soon after, 
and sailed in ever decreasing laps, including the 
shortest windward and return leg ever. The top 
mark didn’t quite meet the bottom mark, but 
it came within a few metres, enough for me to 
confuse them and go around the wrong one on the 
last lap, to the delight of everyone following. 

This was not the Nationals replacement that I had 
anticipated, but it was most enjoyable to race with 
a club which was obviously serious about sailing 
to be racing at that time of year, and yet relaxed 
and on holiday at the same time.

Impulse adventures.
In Lieu of National and State Titles.



Finding a place to sail over the Labour Day 
weekend in place of the cancelled Impulse state 
titles was difficult because I was spoilt for choice. 
I had lined up a crewing position on a Tasar for 
their championships, but that fell through when 
the Sabre class moved their titles to the same 
weekend after they had had to reschedule after 
the snap lockdown in February. So my skipper 
in the Tasar had to sail his Sabre instead. I was 
offered boats to sail in the Sabre titles, and sailing 
a Pacer or Pursuit at Somers was also an option. 
However, I think sailing at Rhyll had given me 
a taste for the more relaxed side of the sport, so 
I discarded all the more serious championships 
and headed off to Inverloch instead, where South 
Gippsland Yacht Club were running an informal 
series over the 3 days. 

Inverloch is an interesting place to sail. Sandbars 
are shifting constantly and it’s not the same one 
week to the next. Aside from the wind you really 
have to pay attention to another set of physical 
rules; the tide is the dominant factor when sailing 
at Inverloch. Saturday’s racing was held in perfect 
sailing conditions, sun shining and about 15 knots 
of wind, gusting to 18 knots at times. We had a 
short beat up the inlet then a long reach into the 
tide to the gybe mark. 

It’s rather disconcerting to be flying along on 
a reach in 15 knots, then looking over to the 
sandbank and watching seagulls walking faster 
than you. I preferred not to look at the sandbank 
until I was around the gybe mark and heading 
back with the tide, then those seagulls were just 
blurs receding into the distance! 

More than the sailing, the yacht club in Inverloch 
is known for its food and hospitality, and it’s still 
worth visiting the club for a meal, even if you 
don’t sail. Just don’t try to buy lunch outside of 
the yacht club – prices are Melbournesque, to say 
the least. 

There was a good fleet of Impulses sailing over 
the weekend, amongst them it was great to 
see Mike Howells old boat MadDog, gone to 
a good home. The “hot shot from Albert Park” 
Graeme Cox joined me sailing his Impulse for the 
weekend, and provided me with accommodation 
for the weekend, thanks Graeme and family! 

Although I missed sailing Nationals and States 
this year it’s been a great opportunity to travel and 
sail at some of the almost hidden gems of sailing 
clubs around our coast. Danny and Graeme are 
members of Rhyll and Inverloch respectively, as 
well as here at Albert Park. It’s a long distance 
between yacht clubs, but the sailing community 
is really very close and many members of these 
other clubs know of us at Albert Park and are 
always extremely welcoming. If you get the 
chance to take a boat, or even if you’re in the 
area on a sailing day, it’s well worth visiting other 
clubs – they all have different qualities which 
sometimes have to be experienced to be believed!

Jon Pulham
Past Commodore 
Cool Change 597
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Normally this time of year I would be 
writing about the results and stories from 
the National titles, which this year were 
scheduled to be held at Sunshine on Lake 
Macquarie. But as the postponement flag 
was raised some months ago we will be at 
Sunshine at the end of this year.

We have had a few new members turn up during 
our non-winter season. Bernard Eade returned 
with 338 Henry Crun. Bernard often spends 
winter at APYC as Port Melbourne gets a little 
cold. This year Bernard brought along Cliff 
Rothwell with 135 Spot the Hare. Some in the 
club may remember this boat as it started life at 
the other club built by Leigh Hawke over forty 
years ago. It returned to lake some time back as 
Vitamin Sea before going to Inverloch where 
Cliff rescued her and gave her a good clean up. 
Cliff you may find that this boat is on the club’s 
Impulse Championship trophy, no pressure. 
Also spied in the shed is a new Impulse 707 Tron 
owned by Andrew Reid not sure on how much 
water this boat has seen but with a late summer 
season in the planning hopefully we will see all 
these new additions to the Impulse fleet join us 
this year. 

With the lack of sailing it makes it a little harder 
to put together reading material for OTL. So 
I thought a story of Paul Richards (Spiderpig) 
first boat maybe of interest. Paul started sailing 
at Preston Yacht Club yes there was a club there 
sailing on the waters of Edwards Lake back in 
the 70’s when Think Big won the Melbourne cup. 
Paul’s dad built him a Minnow called spot on. 
Paul did grow out of the Minnow and has sailed 
a number of different classes including OK’s in 
which he competed at the word championships 

in Communist Poland before seeing the light and 
getting into Impulses. Paul was clearing out his 
shed a few years back and during that clear out 
I could not let him take his first boat Spot On to 
the tip so it ended up at Annette’s place for Dan 
will fix that. With no sailing it seemed like a good 
time to have a closer look at Spot On. To say she 
was no longer Spot On is being generous. With 
too much fiberglass on her to burn there had to be 
another use. So out with the center board case in 
with some slats and a mattress, added a frame and 
some paint and it’s now a bed for an 18 month old 
girl. Spot On lives on and bigger than the trophy 
the same girl was placed into last opening day!

See you in the Lake 

Danny Marrinon 
Whykickamoocow 626

Impulse Class Captain Report
More water than you can poke a tiller extension at.

Glen Currie lapping up the sunshine.
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Last weekend we took the whole fleet of 
Jubilee’s up to Ballarat to contest the State 
titles. Boats were trailered up to Lake 
Wendoree on Friday and rigged ready to race 
the following day. Wataworrie skippered by 
Chris Pulham with crew Grant Haggett and 
Paul Taig; Pegasus skippered by Jon Pulham 
with crew Jill Stow, Jennifer Jaeger and 
John Dixon.

Saturday morning the winds were in the 10 knot 
range and 10 boats made for the start line all got 
away cleanly and Jon had Pegasus in 2nd place at 
the finish followed by Wataworrie, Steve Wright 
in Jemima took the honours. We had 2 more races 
in which Wataworrie had a 1st and 2nd, trading 
places with Jemima, the wind had increased and 
Pegasus fell back, not having the pointing ability.

We all had an evening meal at the local, discussed 
Sunday’s tactics and how to fix a few things. 
Sunday saw Wataworrie lead for most of the 
4th race only to be overtaken by Jemima on the 
last lap. Wataworrie won the 5th and final race, 
Jemima had to retire due to a broken forestay.

Final score was Jemima 5 points Wataworrie 6. 
Well done Steve. We were probably handicapped 
by lack of practice but Wataworrie sailed a 
consistent series despite a few problems. It was 
great to see Jill and Jenny with Jon and John, 
enjoying their first serious competition. We all 
enjoyed Ballarat Yacht Clubs hospitality and 
look forward to the Nationals on Cairn Curran 
in November. 

Chris Pulham 
Wataworrie

Jubilee Class Report
State Championship

J

Some of the close action rounding the marks. Photos by Don McLay.

Grant, Paul and Chris take home second prize.

Jon, Jill and Jennifer have their eye on the prize for next time.



Well done to all the Albert Park College people, it is great to have you sailing with us.

Many thanks to Harry Cox for his mentoring role for those new 
to sailing. (Could he look any cooler!)

Chris and Jon Pulham, as always, hard at work around the club.

Around the club.
Things are getting back to normal around the club and positivity is returning.
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