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Editor’s view

We have had a bit of a hiatus from our On The 
Lake newsletter, with lockdown after lockdown 
and only brief periods of social sailing there 
wasn’t a great deal to report. Now we’re back 
and in contrast it has been extremely busy at the 
club. There was a mountain of work done by club 
members in preparation for our historic Opening 
Day and what an amazing day it turned out to be. 
We all deserve a big pat on the back for the huge 
success it was. More of our 150th events are still 
to come, our Formal Dinner, Wintersail, CitySail 
and more. 

Enjoy your reading

 
 
The OTL Team 
Jennifer, Darryl and Chris

 

apyc.org.au apyc facebook
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▲ Peter Whitaker getting some ‘air time’ on a fast reach 
toward the finish line. 
 

 
 Our cover shows David Emery doing some serious water 

carving after all his work resurfacing his boat’s hull.

▼ Congratulations to Emma Taig and Shane Fisher  
on the safe arrival of baby Ezra.



APYC Committee

Rear Commodore

Grant Haggett

Committee

Norma Watt

Membership

Rob Allen

Club Captain

Graeme Cox

Vice Commodore

Glen Currie

Committee

Emma Taig 

Committee

Dave Weston

Committee

Paul Taig

Committee

Peter Whitaker

Committee ~ Wintersail

Ray Wines

Commodore

Peter Naismith

Secretary

Jill Stow

The APYC committee meets on the second Tuesday of every month.

The committee works tirelessly to maintain and improve the club but is always happy to hear ideas or 
projects you would like to run. If you have any questions, or issues you would like raised at the next 
meeting, find one of the members around the club on a Saturday or email: secretary@apyc.org.au
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It is hard to imagine that last year we were all 
in lockdown when our club is back to normal 
now. It is also wonderful to see new people 
trying out Green Racing. 

So far this year we have had Marion Green, 
myself, Jill Stow and Susie Falk taking up Green 
Racing, which means a shortened course and less 
stress to keep up with the classes. Although so far 
we have only had a few races in the new season, 
the second race was memorable as Jill and Susie 
have been taking out a club Pacer. Susie and Jill 
are getting back to a bit of Pacer action as well 
as sailing Jill and my Jubilee, Pegasus. They did 
very well and won the day in challenging, very hot 
conditions. Marion and I both were DNF mainly 
due to the heat. I had to give up about 200 metres 
from the finish but oh well that’s sailing!

Recently a club member was complaining he 
couldn’t keep up anymore in his class and was 
getting very tired towards the end of the race. 
He was DNF several times, I suggested Green 
Racing would be the go, as sometimes those extra 
couple of laps in a race are just too much. If you 
are having trouble then join in Green Racing 
and you still have the opportunity to sail with a 
very competitive group, possibly win a trophy 
to add to the cabinet and also most importantly 
still compete.

On another note I would just like to congratulate 
all the organisers and volunteers who made 
open day so wonderful and a day we will never 
forget. I am also enjoying very much my book and 
calendar, this months is Sabre’s, hooray.

Since writing this we are coming towards the end 
of the Summer season and we have seen some 

lovely days on the lake. Although the level is quite 
low at the moment, it is still capable of sailing 
there well. This last Saturday on the Anzac Day 
long weekend, we saw a very large fleet of boats 
in near perfect conditions, the wind though kept 
coming in and out. I found it difficult to sail the 
whole race due to my knees not holding up, new 
knee pads required I think. This brings me to 
remind members to check their equipment for 
wear and replace if necessary before Winter. 
Worn gear or damaged equipment can lead to 
having to not finish a race and uncomfortable 
sailing or injuries. It’s an easy fix and just takes a 
little time and planning.

See you on the lake.

Jennifer Jaeger
Green fleet captain 

Ankh-Or –1284

Green fleet
Help is always at hand
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It is now an exciting time to be part of this great 
club as we celebrate our 150th year of Sailing 
on the Lake as well as many other initiatives to 
secure the future of the club.

Our 150th Opening Day on the 26th February was 
a great success with the Governor of Victoria the 
Hon Linda Dessau ac officially opening the season 
with many politicians, special guests, members 
both current and those we haven’t seen for a while 
as well as friends in attendance. 

The Sail Past was well attended with strong 
involvement from the Classic Yachts and the 
Wooden Boat associations as well as our regular 
sailors from both clubs. If you are a member, you 
should be very proud of the club, its great history 
and the plans for the future.

Thanks to Chris Davey and many other members, 
‘APYC 150 Years on the Lake’ has been published 
and distributed as a record of the history of the club 
and indeed much of the history of Melbourne and 
sailing in Melbourne. This book will sit well on 
your coffee table so please pick up your copy from 
the club.

Thanks to Darryl Larcombe and others for the 
150th Memorabilia, such a good range of quality 
items and there are still some available for 
collection at the club.

We will be having a Formal Dinner as well as a 
reunion planned for later in the year and when you 

add Winter Sail, CitySail, the Grand Prix and a few 
more events it is indeed a very busy year.

It is quite remarkable that all this will be done, as 
well as the normal running of the club, through the 
contributions and talents of our members in an 
exceptional show of commitment and loyalty, thank 
you all.

It is important to also recognise the very difficult 
two years we have all experienced with Covid, but 
hopefully we are moving into better times. It has 
been challenging for the club as well as members 
but if we can talk and share our problems and 
support each other I am sure we can come through 
it to the best of our ability.

The relationship with Albert Park College 
continues to grow and I can see this as a long-term 
commitment for the benefit of both the college and 
the club. It is good to see around 50 students using 
the club and the grounds every day, it adds life, 
youth and vitality.

Links with Melbourne University sailing Club, the 
Sea Scouts, Australian Sailing as well as a growth in 
social sailing with the Classic Yachts and Ballarat 
Yacht Club, all show increased activity in addition 
to our Saturday sailing programme in conjunction 
with Albert Sailing Club.

For 150 years the club has been discussing the 
issues with water and weed and this continues 
today. We are still in conversation with Parks 
Victoria, Melbourne Water, politicians and the lake 

A word from the Commodore.
This year is such an exciting year for us all.
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When the official part of the day was over, Mr Howard, The Hon. Linda Dessau ac, 
Peter and Pauline Naismith relax on the deck.

The Hon. Martin Foley mp recognised the work of volunteer clubs like 
ours and their valuable contribution to community in his address.

Peter Naismith reflected on the clubs history and the challenges it has 
faced over the years and how it is still thriving 150 years on. 

Andrew Westicott from The Grand Prix Corporation helps Grant 
Haggett present the Club Spirit Award.

Grant Haggett entertains everyone with a story about Graeme Cox, 
the Club Spirit Award recipient.



users to resolve these issues on a permanent basis. 
Although there is much to be done, considerable 
progress has been made and information gathered 
to make a strong case for sustainable solutions. 

It is pleasing to see membership numbers rising but 
it does place even more pressure on our dedicated 
trainers. With the Scouts junior programme 
underway, other membership initiatives developed 
to foster female membership in the club as well as 
strong interest through our normal channels, we 
are now using the resources of Australian Sailing to 
add depth and flexibility to our training. This will 
take time to settle into a routine, but I hope it will 
afford our trainers more time while increasing our 
capacity to train new members, 

You will notice some changes to the club over 
the past few months. Firstly, thanks to Graeme 
Cox, the club has been repainted and it looks in 
great condition.

The bar has been completed and new tables on the 
deck thanks to David Emery, the deck itself has 
been resurfaced and coloured, and with the aid of 
a grant, we have purchased new tables and chairs 
for the Port Lounge, a couple of tables and chairs 
outside the galley and a new billiard table in the 
Norm Hammon Lounge.

You will now also see and smell a pizza oven on the 
deck next to the BBQ which will add to our options 
when enjoying a meal or after race snack.

All this has been done for the enjoyment of 
members, this is your club so please come and 
enjoy our fantastic facilities.

At our Opening Day, we had on display the 
proposed vision for the future of the club and 
indeed the Sailing Precinct. This is a work in 
progress, but it does inspire excitement as to our 
continued life on the lake.

Perhaps it may inspire some of you to consider a 
role on the committee or just a volunteering role in 
many of the necessary positions required to keep 
the club running. Taking on a role will be fun and 
give you a greater understanding of the life and 
history of the club, please consider and send me an 
email to discuss. 

I present this report as an overview of what is 
happening at APYC, but I guarantee it will change 
quickly with all the activity that is planned. The 
committee and I look forward to progressing 
further initiatives on your behalf. 

Good sailing

 

Peter Naismith
Commodore APYC

The ‘Pegasus’ crew give three hearty cheers for the Commodore as they pass.  
From Left. Susie Falk, Frank Raisin, Jill Stow, Mark Ashkanasy and Jennifer Jaeger.
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What’s the collective noun for Commodores? (From Left, back row) Chris Davey, Ray Wines, Paul Taig, Danny Marrinon, Anita Weller, 
Ron Parker, Peter Whitaker, Grant Haggett. (Front row) Norm Price, Peter Naismith and Jon Pulham.

Past Commodore Ray Wines perfected the role of MC for the official 
opening ceremonies.

Jordy Howell performed the national anthem for the ceremony that 
left everyone with goosebumps, simply brilliant!

It was a joy to have the Hammon family attend the Opening Day, 
pictured here in the Norm Hammon lounge. (From left) Dennis 
Hammon, Ruth Smith (Norm Hammon’s sister), Garry Smith, 
Marg Hammon, Wendy Osmond, Greg Hammon & Bronwyn Evans

John Whelan from Albert Sailing Club makes a presentation to  
Peter Naismith to mark the 150th Opening Day.



We were blessed to have so many classic boats 
come and join in the celebrations for our 150th 
Opening Day. They came from far and wide, 
bringing boats from all periods and of such a variety 
of designs and classes. Thanks to John Fairfax 

from the Classic boat group and the Wooden Boat 
Association for helping attract such a rich history of 
sailing. In particular it was great to see our resident 
Begonia out on the water in full sail and lots of crew 
enjoying her.

A ‘classic’ Opening Day
From a land before fibreglass
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Opening Day was incredibly busy with so 
many elements coming together, the band 
played, the dignitaries arrived and recognised 
the significance of our club, the sail past 
happened and then things got down to the 
business of sailing. 

Winners
Overall winner - Paul Farrell - Impulse

Laser Radial - Greg Ryan

Moth - Jon Pulham

Pacer - Isabella Wood & Skye Wood

Sabre - Geoff Saliba

Solo - Ian Kirkham

Zest - Rowley Bourke

Chris Davey conducts the briefing for the sail past and race.

Peter Naismith displays the beautiful new perpetual trophy created 
by David Emery and David Weston.

Marg Hammon presents Ian Kirkham with his 
commemorative trophy for his Solo class win.

Marg Hammon presents Jon Pulham with his 
commemorative trophy for his Moth class win.

…and the winner is.
A drum roll please…



David Emery has been very busy and created some amazing new 
tabletops for the deck. 

The new pizza oven has been installed by Peter Naismith and we 
have discovered Jill Stow is a pizza master chef. Glen and Grant 
give them a big thumbs up.

Yes, Graeme Cox has been at it again and with help from David Emery refurbished the deck superbly, all ready for Opening Day.

Around the club.
The club had so much work done before Opening Day and it’s still getting better.



A lifetime of dinghy experience
Profile Phillip Johnson

When you’ve built twenty-three boats 
including Sabres, Impulses and Moths, as well 
as restoring dinghies and sailed for over 60 
years you’ll appreciate the wealth of talent in 
the gentleman known as Phil Johnson. His 
love affair with sailing is evident in his long 
and impressive history.

At age 11 Phil was introduced to the world of 
sailing through reading a book called Swallows 
and Amazons and hasn’t looked back since.

You see Phil’s dad built young Phil a row boat and 
pretty soon he put a sail on it and a passion for 
figuring out how things work was born.

At 16 Phil was crewing on a Snipe at Paynesville 
whilst designing his first boat a Skiff Moth 
called Aquila. 

Phil moved to Melbourne in 1962 where he joined 
the Mordialloc 12 sqm Sailing Club where he 
sailed Sharpies whilst building a Rainbow which 
he sailed for 5 years – including in 3 Nationals.
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In the 70’s Phil progressed to Moths – trading, 
building and sailing Moths his most successful 
being a Moth called Fever where he competed in 
the Nationals.

Phil progressed to the OK class which he sailed 
in for 14 years. He then moved to Hobart and 
family came along so he introduced his Son and 
Daughter to the sport and sailed a Mirror.

Phil has also had a taste of the open seas crossing 
Bass Straight in half and three-quarter tonners 
yet prefers dinghy sailing. He modestly says “he 
prefers to sail a boat he owns”.

Having sailed so many different types of dinghies 
and quizzed on which he prefers Phil says 
Sharpies because to be successful in them relies 
on teamwork.

As to Phil’s love of the sport he says he likes to 
make things, likes being on the water and likes the 
opportunity to compete against other sailors.

Phil has sailed in every State of Australia except 

NT and says the best place to sail in Australia 
is Mordialloc/Chelsea as there is a consistent 
breeze and challenging seas.

Today Phil’s consideration to sail or not is based 
on the number 15 – must be over 15 degrees 
Celsius and not more than 15 knots.

Yet Phil doesn’t intend to stop sailing anytime 
soon – “Ill keep doing it as long as I can, whilst 
always working on a boat”.

Warwick Lloyd
Frog 8461



The 150th Opening Day celebrations were a 
wonderful occasion on a perfect day. It was 
great to see so many people around, with so 
much activity at our club. Congratulations 
and thanks to all those who put in so much 
effort to organising the event and making the 
club look so attractive, to Chris Davey and 
others associated with the production of the 
book recording the history of APYC, and for 
the development of the new club apparel and 
the 150th memorabilia.

The Sabre fleet also got off to a good start with a 
dozen or so boats on the line for the early races. It 
is great to see some new sailors on the water with 
Rob Buttrose, Marion Green and Steve Cui all 
gaining confidence and doing well. John Dixon, 
Phil Johnson and Steve Magner have also taken 

part in championships and regattas away from 
the lake, and I hope that this is something that we 
can work towards more often, organising for more 
sailors to participate with better boat transport.

There was an interesting thought in the Sabre 
Association newsletter recently which goes some 
way to explaining the popularity of Sabres as a 
class. Long promoted as an easy boat to rig and 
to sail, to this was added “but difficult to sail 
fast.” But it can be done, and the more that you 
sail the more in tune with the boat you become, 
so while there is often frustration there is also 
achievement and fun. The other thing is that the 
Sabre Association has been strong in keeping 
the design constant, so that an early boat will 
differ little in performance from a new boat, and 
especially on the lake, it can be quite competitive. 

Sabre Class Captain Report
Well, it has been quite a start to the year.
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Evidence, Sabre 31, which is possibly the oldest 
Sabre still sailing. Probably built in the mid 
1970’s, Electra is still giving Darryl great pleasure 
and good racing on the lake, having previously 
been owned and sailed by both John Dixon and 
Peter Whitaker. 

So, to those who may be doing the Learn to Sail 
or Learn to Race course, and may like to consider 
single handed sailing, give the Sabre some 
thought. A sound boat can usually be found for a 
reasonable price and there are many sailors at the 
club, some of whom are now sailing in different 
classes, who have experience in Sabres and are 
always willing to help. David Emery

Black Heart — 2083



The past two years have seen continued 
disruption to our sailing program. Now it’s 
time to get back into sailing with the winter 
series starting. Don’t forget every fourth 
Sunday of the month is a social sailing day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
new member, Robert Eisler, who has brought 
his Pacer to the club after a two year wait due 
to Covid. Robert will probably sail during the 
week and on social sailing days for the moment. 
If you see Robert and his Red and white Pacer 
around the club, don’t forget to say hello and 
introduce yourself. 

On the lake, it was good to see Susie Falk and Jill 
Stow getting racing experience in a Pacer and 
Peter Saffin racing his Pacer single handed with 
jib and main. Also great to see Laura Rentsch 
taking out a club Pacer with a reefed main on a 
social sailing day. Keep up the good work Laura. 

Last week there were three Pacers racing. Steve 
Cui and Susie Falk in a club pacer, Peter and 
Pauline Naismith in ‘Amazon’ and myself and 
Marion Green in ‘Good Pace’. During the race, 
the lead changed several times between ‘Good 
Pace’ and ‘Amazon’. With ‘Good Pace’ in the 
doldrums in the lee of the island, ‘Amazon’ gained 
a good lead, something Marion and I thought was 

too great to catch up to. Then as ‘Amazon’ was 
rounding the top mark, they hit it forcing them to 
do a 360 penalty turn with no wind. This gave the 
opportunity for us to round the mark with a slight 
breeze and sail right past them. We gave the island 
a wide berth rounding the bottom mark to finish 
the race in 1st place. ‘Amazon’ then came in at 2nd 
Steve and Susie finishing in third.

National Titles at Black Rock 
Yacht Club
The Nationals at Black Rock saw 16 Pacers 
from Victoria including two Pacers from APYC 
competing. They were, ‘Good Pace’, skippered by 
Paul Taig and crewed by Steve Cui and ‘Pacheetah 
Magic’, skippered by Isabella Wood and crewed 
by Skye Wood. 

The first day we had two invitation races. This 
was an opportunity for sailors to get a feel for the 
course area. This also gave Steve and I a chance to 
race together for the first time. The 15 knots in the 
second race of the day saw choppy seas around 
the gybe mark. Unfortunately for us, this is where 
we capsized completely upside down. Regrettably, 
I forgot to lanyard my glasses to my life jacket like 
I would do any other time I’m out on the water, so 
straight to the bottom of the bay they went. I also 
lost my cap insert as it floated away when my hat 

Pacer Class Captain Report
It’s nice to see members gradually coming back to the lake.

▼ Good Pace with blue spinnakerPacheetah Magic with red spinnaker ▼
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came off. The spinnaker also caused us a bit of 
trouble when it had slipped out of the bag and was 
floating around along with the two water bottles 
that had been nicely tucked away. 

Official races started on the second day. We had 
a good breeze for flying the spinnaker and Steve 
and I performed well together for a 4th and 
5th placing, while Isabella and Skye placed 5th 
and 8th. 

On day three, we had one race in the morning and 
two in the afternoon. With light winds, we placed 
9th, 4th and 9th for the day while ‘Pacheetah 
Magic’ placed 6th, 8th and 10th. 

Day four, we had a race in the morning with a 
steady breeze of 15 knots, while in the afternoon 
we had one race in very light breeze. Steve and I 
had our best placing in the morning with a 3rd, 
but not so good in the light winds in the afternoon 
placing 8th. Isabella and Skye did the opposite, 
placing 9th in the morning and 4th in the light 
winds of the afternoon.

Fifth day of racing, we were only able to get one 
race in. The breeze came in at a steady 10 knots, 
which then increased to around 20 knots. Steve 
and I finished the race with a 7th place and 
Isabella and Skye finished at 5th place.

Thanks to Black Rock Yacht Club for a well run 
series. Congratulations go to Lauren and Eliza 
Kemp from Beaumaris Yacht Club, on winning the 

National Titles with 7 first placings in ‘Bebop’.

Congratulations to Isabella and Skye on 7th place 
overall and 1st place in Junior/Junior Division in 
‘Pacheetah Magic’.

Congratulations to Steve Cui and myself on 5th 
place overall and 2nd in the Masters Division 
in ‘Good Pace’.

State Titles at Yarrawonga 
Yacht Club
At the State Titles we only managed to have 9 
boats enter, even with camping on site at the club 
included in the entry fee. As always, with the State 
Titles there are no invitation races, so right from 
the start you had to adapt quickly to the course 
and conditions on Lake Mulwala. 

We had three Pacers representing APYC, ‘Good 
Pace’ skippered by myself (Paul Taig) and crewed 
by Steve Cui, ‘Pacheetah Magic’ skippered by 
Isabella Wood and crewed by Skye and Geoff 
Wood and finally, the newly named pacer ‘Alpha’ 
skippered by Xavier Saffin and crewed by Peter 
Saffin. This was Xavier and Peter’s first titles. 

Saturday, we sailed one challenging race, with 
winds of 5 knots and choppy conditions caused 
by power boats and jet skis. The course was 
clean apart from the occasional clump of drifting 
weed. Steve and I had a good start due to Steve’s 
excellent start countdown. Thanks to that, we 

The fleet leave the Black Rock club ready for battle. Some very close racing meant for good competition.



were in the top four all race and were able to 
finish 3rd. Xavier and Peter were 8th, Isabella and 
Skye finished 9th after starting late due to light 
winds leaving shore.

On Sunday morning, we sailed the days first race 
in a 10 knot breeze and smooth conditions. Steve 
and I started well again and were able to finish 
the race with another 3rd. The next race was in 
about 15 knots of wind, starting well again we 
lead around every mark and finished 1st by about 
two and a half minutes from ‘Pacheetah Magic’ 
who had two 2nd placings for the morning, while 
Xavier and Peter had two 9th placings. 

After lunch we had two more races in 8 knots of 
breeze. Steve and I had good starts finishing with 

a 2nd and 4th placings, while Isabella and Geoff 
finished with a 3rd and in a dying breeze, a 7th. 
‘Alpha’ with Xavier and Peter finished with a 9th 
placing and a DNS due to losing a shroud pin. 

The last race was on Monday. The breeze was 
around 6 knots, another great start for ‘Good 
Pace’ but unfortunately after completing the first 
triangle in first place, we dropped the spinnaker 
sheet under the boat. We tried fixing the problem 
while tacking, but for some reason, the spinnaker 
left the boat and acted as a sea anchor. By the 
time we retrieved it and got back on track, five 
boats had passed us and we finished in 6th 
place. ‘Pacheetah Magic’, with Skye as crew, had 
finished in 5th place. Unfortunately, Xavier and 
Peter, started the race but did not finish (DNF).

Below: Isabella & Geoff Wood starting with clear air and in a good 
position in Pacheetah Magic (red hull 2636).

Above: The entire crew that made the 125 and Pacer titles such 
a success. Even the dog had fun.
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Special thanks to Yarrawonga Yacht Club for a 
well run series and an excellent camping area that 
Peter and Xavier took full advantage of. 

Congratulations to Lauren and Eliza Kemp from 
Beaumaris Yacht Club, on winning the State 
Titles with four 1st placings and a 3rd placing 
in ‘Bebop’. 

Steve Cui and I were rewarded with a 2nd place 
overall and 1st in the Masters Division.

Congratulations to Isabella, Skye and Geoff 
Wood after a not so favorable start, managed a 
5th place overall. 

Well done to Xavier and Peter for finishing their 
first State Titles. They may have come 9th overall, 
but the only way is up for your next titles. 

I hope to see you all on the lake with your Pacers 
for the winter series. 

Enjoy Your Sailing

Paul Taig.
‘Good Pace’ 2847

Paul and Steve leading the fleet in ‘Good Pace’. Xavier and Peter Saffin in ‘Alpha’ get their first taste of titles racing.

Paul Taig and Steve Cui take out a second overall and first in the 
Masters division.

Xavier and Peter Saffin taking out a second in the Junior/Senior 
division in their first titles.
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The wind was up,  
the rain was coming in 

sideways, let’s get out there!  
From left: Jill Stow, Chris 

Pulham, Paul Taig and 
Susie Falk on Wataworrie, 

enjoying the windy weather.

 ~ 23



Date Event Start Race Off. Race box Start boat Rescue 1 Crew Rescue 2 Crew

14-May-22 Winter Handicap Heat 1 APYC Phil Johnson Ray Richards, Les Wood Russell Lucas Ray Wines Rob Buttrose

21-May-22 Winter Championship Heat 2  
APYC 150th Formal Dinner ASC Danny Marrinon Darryl Larcombe Ross Mulcahy Glenn Davey Mark Ashkanasy Riv Davey-Greene

22-May-22 Sunday Social Sailing

28-May-22 Winter Handicap Heat 2 APYC Chris Davey Ray Richards, Les Wood Paul Richards David Emery Rob Allen

4-Jun-22 Winter Championship Heat 3 ASC Jon Pulham Ian Kirkham Jen Jaeger Jill Stow Paul Taig Brian Taylor

11-Jun-22 Queen's Birthday Weekend

18-Jun-22 Winter Handicap Heat 3 - 
14:00 APYC John Dixon Ray Richards, Les Wood TBA Ross Mulcahy Stephen Magner

25-Jun-22 ASC Regatta  
Winter Championship Heat 4 ASC Jenny Dixon Emma Taig Rob Pulham Julia Fox Danny Marrinon Chris Markiewicz

26-Jun-22 ASC Regatta ASC

2-Jul-22 Winter Handicap Heat 4 APYC Peter Whitaker Ray Richards, Les Wood Darryl Larcombe Brian Jones Chris Markiewicz

8-Jul-22 WINTERSAIL APYC

9-Jul-22 WINTERSAIL APYC

10-Jul-22 WINTERSAIL APYC

16-Jul-22 Winter Championship Heat 5 ASC Phil Johnson Chris Pulham  Rob Pulham Brian Taylor Ross Mulcahy Stephen Magner

23-Jul-22 Winter Handicap Heat 5 APYC Danny Marrinon Ray Richards, Les Wood Rob Buttrose Mark Ashkanasy Patrick Fiddles   

24-Jun-22 Social Sailing

30-Jul-22 Winter Championship Heat 6 ASC Paul Taig Anne Wells Michael Cook Dave Weston David Emery Andrew Leach

6-Aug-22 Winter Handicap Heat 6 APYC Peter Naismith Ray Richards, Les Wood Ian Kirkham Steve Cui Susie Falk

13-Aug-22 Winter Championship Heat 7 ASC Chris Davey Chris Pulham Danny Marrinon Carol Milligan Ross Mulcahy Mark Robinson

20-Aug-22 Winter Handicap Heat 7  APYC John Dixon Ray Richards, Les Wood Glenn Davey Peter Whitaker Riv Davey-
Greene

21-Aug-22 Social Sailing

27-Aug-22 Bill Hooper Series 1 
(Short course racing) ASC Jenny Dixon Jill Stow Paul Taig Julia Fox Stephen Magner Rob Buttrose

3-Sep-22 Bill Hooper Series 2 
(Short course racing) APYC Grant Haggett Ray Richards, Les Wood Russell Lucas Michael Cook Anne Wells

10-Sep-22 CITYSAIL

11-Sep-22 CITYSAIL

17-Sep-22 Bill Hooper Series 3 
APYC AGM ASC Ray Wines Rob Allen Brian Jones Warwick Lloyd Ross Mulcahy Dennis Hammon

24-Sep-22 WORKING BEE / AFL GF (Sea Scout 
Regatta ??)

25-Sep-22 Sea Scouts Regatta ?? 
Sunday Social Sailing

Duty Roster 
Check when your duty is and ensure you are on time or let  

Brian Jones know early if you need to swap a date.
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Wintersail 2021 I believe was a great success, 
33 registered entries for the event which 
was a good number based on the fact we 
were coming out of a 4th Covid lock down 
in Melbourne and NSW was going into an 
extended one making everyone nervous re the 
event even happening.

Feedback over the 3 days and the post event 
survey was very positive not only for the Training 
-Regatta but our Coaches, Volunteers, and 
general comfort and friendly atmosphere at the 
APYC club. 

Our motto for this year was ‘Challenge, Improve, 
Enjoy’ and I believe the entrants certainly gained 
in all those areas. Personally it was fun seeing the 
entrants doing an on water, non sailing relay event 
to get the body and lungs working before the more 
serious training exercises and final race. 

The weather gods were kind to us with cold 
mornings but mostly clear days with light winds 
until the Sunday afternoon leading to the race 
when the winds picked up. 

I cannot thank the volunteers enough for their 
help and assistance over the Regatta, from 
unloading trailers, giving directions, cleaning 
up rooms, registrations, a little assistance with 
rigging boats for those unfamiliar to the boats 
allocated, to the many ladies who managed the 
galley and Covid cleaning for the event. I am 
always amazed at how many members put their 
hands up to help and assist when it comes to club 
events. Thank you again.

You will soon see on our APYC website many 
photos taken of the event, again thanks to our 

club photographers for their time and efforts 
especially during their work day.

The only sad happening was when our drone 
pilot was taking action shots of Laser 4.7s and 
the drone was attacked we were told by a bird (an 
Albert Park vulture?) and knocked out of the sky 
only to be lost in the waters. A search team went 
out but the drone was never to be found. 

For more information to go  
apyc.org.au/wintersail 

Ray Wines 
Past Commodore 

Solo 2678

Wintersail
This will hopefully be a landmark event in our 150th season.

W

Albert Park Yacht Club 

Proudly sponsored by 
Officeworks Carnegie

Join the coaching and skills development regatta for juniors and youth. 

It’s time to get back on the water during three days of fun and learning.

Hone your skills, techniques and tactics in the short course racing. 

So bring your single or double handed dinghy, whatever it is or get in early 
to hire one of our club boats. Limited numbers of Minnows, Optimist, 

O’pen Bic, and Pacers available

Places are expected to fill fast, so go to the link to register or email for more 
information: info@apyc.org.au 

Final registration will be 9am Friday 8th July

Albert Park Yacht Club 

Join us in our 150th year of sailing for 

Wintersail 2022. 
8, 9, 10 July
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We counted the children…

I have sailed with many school children, usually in 
groups of 12-15, ideally with one man and one lady 
teacher, and usually for five or seven days. We sail 
to uninhabited island groups in the S. China Sea, or 
in the Andaman Sea, depending on the prevailing 
Monsoon, and the students learn a little about each 
of many skills: navigation, sailing, seamanship, 
kayaking, snorkeling, rock climbing and abseiling, 
coral reef and jungle Ecology, some Astronomy, 
Geology, Maritime History, etc. all good stuff.

These trips are great fun for the kids, but also for 
me. If I were to sail alone, or with just my wife, to 
these oceanic isles set like gems in the azure sea, I 

would just as soon pour a cold beer to sit with the 
scenery all around, and open one of the hundreds of 
books on board that I have never had time to read, 
you see I have done all those adventurous things 
before but when I take young people there, they all 
demand, especially the twelve-year olds, “Can we 
go snorkeling over there?… can we climb up that 
rock?... can we go exploring in there?” and I am 
immediately enthused with the idea of exploring! 
“Whoopee! Let’s go!” Of course it is simply that I 
see the natural attractions through new eyes, and 
just as vividly as the first time I demanded of my 
own father, the Admiral, “Can we go exploring 
over there?”

Captain Blake hails from a bygone era, from a 
contrasting culture and from a place far away. 
Elder Cousin of Sir Peter Blake, NZ’s sailing 
hero, so well stocked with sailing genes, but 
bereft of any competitive instincts, so was never 
invited on Whitbread Races, Americas Cup, 
Jules Verne Trophy, etc. 

Instead set off to sail around the world… but 
suspected something different, maybe somebody 
different in a strange land beyond the far horizon. 
Fifty five years of full-time adventure on the 
seas and in the jungles of SE Asia; seven years in 
Vietnam, the entire American war; propping up 
a Saigon bar with dissolute journalists, soldiers 
AWOL, duplicitous diplomats (CIA or KGB? or 
both?); plus dodging of Victor Charlies’ bullets 

while cowering in foxholes and fleeing on jungle 
rivers. One redeeming result; married a girl from 
Vietnam (fiftieth Anniv. imminent)

Eight years of treasure hunting of ancient 
shipwreck ‘neath the Tropic Sea, clandestine 
looting while presenting plausible maritime 
archaeology face. Growing family aroused slight, 
nascent sense of responsibility. Frequent family 
voyages, where daughter, 9, and son, 6, each 
brought along four buddies… ten small kids, great 
fun! The school took note and requested this 
become a regular thing, so ensued decades of 
school and Univ trips with kids out of Singapore 
and Malaysia. 

But don’t believe everything! 

Tall tales and true
Introducing Captain Blake.
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There is a lot of fun to be had on these trips, but a 
large measure of responsibility to be shouldered 
too, in terms of safety especially. One of the 
measures that we endeavour regularly to observe is, 
naturally enough, to count the students out of the 
jungle and into the boats, or at other appropriate 
checkpoints, especially when one party has been 
off snorkeling, another jungle trekking, and even 
another abseiling, we do need to bring all our crew 
home! We elicit the help of the teachers in this, 
of course.

Such a sensible precaution is an obvious 
and necessary one, but on one occasion this 
proved insufficient, as the story of Dr. Barrett 
will demonstrate.

We were on the last of a seven day trip with an 
International School group in the Anambas 
Archipelago, somewheres East of the Malaysian 
island of Tioman. We had some hours to spare so 
sailed to a small, unnamed islet that we had never 
visited, so small it was merely a pencil dot on the 
best chart available. 

The place proved magical, the classic tropic isle 
of the imagination, heaps of light grey granite 
boulders, leaning palms, a curving strand of 
gleaming, pale pink, squeaky sand, seven shades of 
turquoise in the shallows, and “the prettiest coral 
reef in S. East Asia!”, according to our on board 
lady marine biologist, who knows a thing or two 
about coral reefs.

The students went exploring, kayaking across 
the glowing reefs, or snorkeling amongst their 
flowering heads. Dr. Barrett, teacher of Geography, 
and I sat on a flotsam log in the shadow of the coco-
palms. The Learned Doctor was heard to say, and 
I have witnesses to prove it: “You know, Captain, I 
could stay here forever!” I dreamily concurred. He 
wandered off.

All too soon the time came to begin our voyage 
back to Malaysia. The students were recalled from 
their activities, counted into our motor-launches, 
ferried to the two schooners Four Friends and 
Stardust, and again counted on board. All present 
and correct, all well and found. The two ships 
weighed anchor and set sail for Tioman.

▲ What is to become affectionately known as ‘Barrett’s Isle’ 



The South wind blew briskly out of a brilliant 
sky, and all hands were engaged in sail handling, 
and navigating. After Four Friends and her crew 
had settled into the routine of bashing along on a 
broad reach in a full-sail breeze, with a few flecks 
of spray coming over the windward bow, the off-
watch students fell to playing cards or writing their 
journals. One girl, seeking advice, called out for 
“Dr. Barrett!” There was no answer. The girl came 
to the wheelhouse, her journal in hand. I suggested 
she should check in the heads. No Dr. Barrett. I 
suggested she should check at the masthead, a 
favourite perch for the learned Doctor. Nobody 
there. The girl, having searched throughout the 
ship with no luck, came aft to the wheelhouse with 
a worried expression.

I was starting to wonder myself, had we left him 
behind? This small spasm of doubt must have 
shown in my face, for the girl’s face crumbled, her 
lower lip trembled, and her eyes welled with tears. 
The other kids in the wheelhouse all looked at 
me with questions in their eyes. Touching as this 
display was, I could not resist winding the situation 
up a little… if we had left Daniel Barrett behind 
on the islet, and I was indeed starting to recall 
boarding the ship without him, then he would come 
to no harm, we would just have to sail back. “You 
know,” I said, “Dr Barrett did say when we were 
sitting on the beach and I have witnesses to prove 
it, he did say he ‘could stay there forever!’”

I was astonished at the reaction to my pleasantry. 
The girl, the chief worrier, dissolved into a 
paroxysm of distress, wailing out loud, with her 
lip vibrating, and tears starting down her cheeks. 
Other kids looked at me in startled shock.

Now I have on past School trips enjoyed the 
company of hundreds of twelve-year olds for 
many reasons, one of them being that they still live 
partly in a world of the imagination…not for them 
the world-weary cynicism of your jaded teenager. 
The best part of this other-worldliness is that they 
believe my stories! But I could scarcely conceive 
that these more mature students of Dr. Barrett, 
these 16 and 17 year-olds, could take my idle 
jests seriously! 

I could not resist the impulse to improve upon the 
jape. “OK, if you are so worried about him staying 
on the island, no worries, we can pick him up a 
year from now when we sail here with next year’s 
group!” More audible distress.

My last sally was a pathetic one. “But surely you 
see? without him on board there is more beer for 
me!” No sign of consensus, only subdued sobs.

“Alright, then! Alright! We’ll go back for him! ALL 
HANDS! Down sails!”

Nearly two hours later, as Four Friends was 
approaching the islet, and while our consort 
Stardust was sailing on, hull-down, with just her 
tops’ls visible on the far horizon, the students, 
being kids, were gleefully playing cards but I was 
not so sublimely confident. While the whole caper 
had first seemed like a good joke to me, if nobody 
else, I now felt a trifle perturbed. Daniel Barrett 
was the enthusiastic organizer of these annual trips, 
this was his fourth. It would be a great pity for all 
concerned if he were so upset by being marooned 
on a tiny desert islet that he might decide to go 
sailing in civilized, inhabited Queensland next year 
instead! I conveyed my slight sense of unease to the 
students. They cheerfully agreed that Dr. Barrett 
would indeed be annoyed.

“Well, perhaps we can do something to make him 
feel better? Can you reproduce those genuine 
emotions again? that obvious distress?” I asked 
the girl.

The chief worrier replied, “No problem!” She 
indicated two others of the girls. “We are all in the 
Drama Club, we can put on anything!” Well! so 
much for spontaneity!

“Great! but what about the tears?” The three 
thespians looked at each other. “Eye-drops! We will 
put eye-drops in just before he comes on board!”

Thus it was that when the Launch came alongside 
with a stony-faced Dr. Barrett on board, three 
tearful girls rushed out to embrace our castaway, 
and a line of thankful boys queued to shake his 
hand and put a reassuring touch on his arm. Daniel 
was visibly moved and quickly cheerful.
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 The schooner ‘Four Friends’ with a full cargo of adventurous children.

As the ship moved away from the scene of his 
marooning, Daniel and I poured beers in the 
wheelhouse to toast his rescue. “You know, 
Captain, just now was one of the finest moments in 
my life!” he observed. We officially named his islet 
“Barrett’s Isle”, and announced this to the students, 
with enthusiastic agreement.

I was glad he had experienced the manifest concern 
of his loyal students. In telling this story, I feel a 
trifle guilty that it was necessary for me to, how 
do I say this? to choreograph the original genuine 
distress and shock of the kids, to channel it towards 
their respected teacher at the right moment but, 
as any parent or teacher knows, kids are kids, and 
one cannot expect them to express spontaneous 
emotion at the right moment! They would 
cheerfully have continued playing cards!

Another obvious moral of this story is that one does 
not count only the children…

Warrren Blake 
Avid adventurer



Having recently acquired and restored a 
dingy called a Moth which probably stands 
for ‘Mother of the hellraisers’ I am able to 
personally attest these boats are very tricky 
to sail. They look beautiful standing still 
yet they can dismiss your sailing prowess 
very quickly. 

So much so after three attempts to sail her, I had 
the men in the rescue boat come and assist not 
once but three times. And I can tell you having the 
rescue service do their stuff directly in view of the 
Clubhouse and its members standing on the Club’s 
balcony really put a dent in one’s pride.

My Moth is named Frog and to a large extent 
she had been behaving like a leap frog with me – 
bucking me off as she saw fit. Whatever confidence 
I’d had in my sailing ability was diminishing rapidly.

I thought sailing was meant to be a bit of fun in 
my retirement years, not a soaking in the lake on a 
weekly basis. Yet what could I expect from a craft 
which is akin to an old Ferrari on water – all sail 
and a small timber surfboard for a hull.

However, in reading the Club’s newsletter a 
potential solution was staring me in the face – 
I could buy another class of dingy one that was far 
more forgiving. And there she was sitting in the For 
Sale section a yacht called Orange Peel – a Sabre.

The theory being learn on the Sabre and apply 
those learnings to the Moth when I was good and 
ready. The bonus was the owner was content to see 
the dingy stay at the Club and prepared to offer a 
test sail to ensure I was completely satisfied. 

So, on a recent Saturday with some assistance from 
Members off I went and whilst it wasn’t a pretty sail 

it served its purpose and I’m now the proud owner 
of a Sabre.

I look upon my new acquisition as somewhat 
symbolic. The symbolism is in the word “Peel” – 
a protector of what’s inside and that’s the warm 
feeling she gives me. The outer peel of the orange 
protecting its contents – somewhat like a mother 
protecting her own as opposed to a mother rejecting 
her own like a Moth does. 

Yet in saying that I’m very fortunate to be 
introduced to both classes of dingy and the people 
who take on the challenge to sail them.

 

Warwick Lloyd
Frog 8461

Peel the orange 
Or ‘Where’s Warwick?’
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Bottom left: Warwick in Orange Peel .
Warwick even has his own portrait artist, partner Julie created 
the above right watercolour of his sailing adventures and top left is 
another of her works.

Above and right: Where’s Warwick??? We can see the boat and it 
appeared to be righting itself!
Oh there he is, back on board and sailing well.



As is the wont of hardy souls, around 20 APYC 
members turned up at Waranga Boat Club 
for camping and fun for the Easter Weekend. 
We had two lovely boats to sail, Wataworrie 
(Owners, Chris Pulham, Paul Taig and Grant 
Haggett) and Bob, (Owner Jim French). 

It was lovely to see our Commodore, Peter & 
Pauline (the first lady), Vice Commodore Glen 
Currie and family, Jill Stow our Secretary, Rear 
Commodore Grant Haggett, Chris, Pam and Rob 
Pulham, Paul Taig, Jim French and family, Suzie 
Falk and myself. In all, we had three caravans, a 
camping trailer, four tents and my Range Rover. 

The weather overall was calm from Thursday 
and Friday then became quite gusty on Saturday, 

some of the gang went down to the Rushworth 
Festival. The Waranga Boat Club pulled out all 
stops this year with a lovely BBQ on Saturday 
and then drinks at the bar and a race in the 
afternoon. The new bar in the clubhouse, built 
over lockdown last year is a great addition and has 
been named after our wonderful caretaker Neil, 
who looks after us all every year. The pool table 
was lots of fun with Max Currie and I playing all 
afternoon on Saturday, Max beat me soundly but 
I put up a good fight. On Saturday night a rather 
hilarious karaoke was put on by the club, probably 
the worst and funniest I’ve ever seen.

Sailing on Saturday and Sunday between 
Wataworrie and Bob was fierce, a couple of Lasers 
made up the other racers. Jill and Suzie on Bob 
and the Wataworrie owners made up the teams. 

Easter at Waranga
Moonrise over heaven
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Bob did very well, probably being the lighter boat; 
but it was wonderful to see the new spinnaker 
on Wataworrie being unfurled, a lovely blue and 
white number. 

What did I do all weekend, lots of reading and 
putting my feet up, cooking up a storm in my 
little kitchen at the back of the Rangy, I drove the 
Rangy all around the bush tracks and got some 
good photos of the sailing, nights by the fire and 
watching the moon and stars. The highlight for 
me was our Gin cruise on Friday night in Bob, 
lots of fun surrounded by kayaks with g&t’s, 
cheese and crackers, a beautiful still night with a 
marvellous moon-rise.

The weather on Sunday night deteriorated and by 
Monday steady rain set in, and we sadly packed 
up leaving the Pulham and French family to 
leave Tuesday. Many thanks once again to camp 
captain, Chris Pulham and everyone who came 
and made the weekend so memorable.

I hope more of you can join us next year.

Jennifer Jaeger
Green fleet captain 

Ankh-Or –1284



Two years after our last Victorian 
Championship it was with considerable 
excitement and more than a little relief that 
the Impulse State titles got started on the 
Labour Day weekend. 

Somers Yacht Club on Western Port was the 
venue, with its beautiful beach and strong tides. 
(That is, strong for those sailors coming from a 
lake, a mere trifle for those coming from Inverloch 
or Port Albert, as the large contingent from South 
Gippsland did not tire of pointing out). 

Albert Park YC had three entries, Jon Pulham, 
Peter Whitaker and Glen Currie. Peter was no 
stranger to the club, having sailed there in his 
Solo at their state champs a few years ago. There 
are no longer any Solos sailing at Somers, but the 
once solid fleet has transformed into a sizeable 
Impulse fleet, many of whom were battling 
for positions at the front end of the 35 boat 
state fleet. 

We had two other ‘honorary’ APYC entries. 
Graeme Cox lent his boat out (again! does he ever 

sail that boat?) to George, a Laser sailor from 
Inverloch, who by all accounts had a great time 
and we soon hope to see him sell the Laser and 
buy a proper boat. Danny Marrinon, unable to sail 
while recovering from shoulder surgery, (not to be 
confused with Danny Marrino, the famous Italian 
sailing maestro and former Solo State champion), 
lent his boat to son-in-law Rowan Draper. Rowan 
also had a great time, and it’s rumoured that he is 
looking for a boat of his own as a result. Puzzling 
rumours of his election to the Vic. Impulse 
Committee are of course untrue and were either 
started as a joke by his brother Matt, (who was 
elected) or took root as a result of sloppy minute 
taking at the AGM. We’ll never know the truth 
(but I reckon it was Matt for sure).

Day one of the series saw two races sailed in a 
moderate breeze, which according to some got 
up to 16 knots, and according to others never got 
above 12. Sailor’s estimates of wind strength are 
often biased – heavier sailors tend to think it is 
less windy that it actually is, and lightweights 
tend to think it’s windier. Danny has discovered 
a new way of knowing the wind forecast for these 

Impulse State Titles 
Somers Yacht Club turned on the hospitality and lake breezes.



regattas without resorting to traditional methods 
– ‘the strength of the wind is directly proportional 
to the size of the grin on Jon’s face. The lighter the 
wind, the greater the grin, and after day one, boy 
was it wide!’ Light conditions were on the way. 

Paul Farrell from Albert Sailing Club with a win 
and a fourth was the narrow leader after the first 
two races, while Jon, Inverloch’s Matt Kielly, 
Somer’s local Mike Sandford, and defending state 
champ Matt Draper were all tied up just behind 
with about 5 – 7 points each. 

On Sunday morning the wind barely got over ten 
knots and the Somers race crew did a great job of 
getting two races run in the difficult conditions. 
The tide and shifting breeze caught many sailors 
out, most dramatically in the second race of the 
day when the leading pack rounded the top mark 
and started heading downwind for the wrong 
mark. They realised too late that the mark was far 
off to the right, and most ended up having to beat 
back upwind into the current which had carried 
them past the mark. Jon was a great beneficiary of 
this and even had time to collect a wayward hat on 
the way to his only race win of the series. 

During the lunch break Glen’s son Max took his 
Impulse out for a sail in a building breeze which 
had many on the balcony looking on with envy 
and hope. Why couldn’t it have been that windy 
when we were racing, and would the breeze stay 
in for the afternoon? Unfortunately Max hit 
one of the infamous Somers rocks on the way in, 
causing a small amount of damage. He wasn’t the 
only one to test the strength of fibreglass against 
granite. Sam from Inverloch did the most damage, 
sadly forcing an early retirement from the regatta. 
It certainly woke everyone up to the dangers 
below the surface, and sailors were all extremely 
careful after that – Sam had hit the rock in the 
middle of the ‘safe’ channel. 

The wind dropped a little from the lunchtime 
strength, but thankfully stayed strong enough to 
get two more races in. The final race was a close 
battle between the top four boats of the series, 
with Jon, the two Matts, and Mike Sandford all 
rounding the last mark together and fighting it 
out on the beat to the finish. Matt Kielly won that 
one to salvage a day that had started so badly he 
almost hadn’t bothered to sail in the afternoon. 
It was enough to bring him back up to fourth 
overall after dropping his worst race. Jon took 

Glen Currie enjoying the breezy conditions on Western Port. 
Bottom left: The fleet get into position before the start on day one.

Jon Pulham with a keen eye on Paul Farrell in front.
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the overall lead from Matt Draper after having a 
very consistent day with two seconds, a win and a 
fourth, and Mike slotted into third overall with a 
personal highlight of winning his first state heat 
since the 1980’s.

The forecast for the Monday was for less than 
5 knots, (approximately 20 centimetres or ear-
to-ear on the Jon grin scale), and the race officer 
was not enthusiastic about the chances of any 
racing at all. Sure enough the day dawned with 
barely a ripple on the surface of the bay, and after 
waiting it out until about eleven o’clock the final 
day was abandoned, leaving the results standing 
as they were at the end of Sunday. It was a bit of 
an anti-climax, but most people were happy not 
to sail – the light fickle wind, the heat, and four 
mind-challenging races of the day before had 
taken their toll and there were a lot of tired faces 
in the room at presentation. 

Many thanks to Somers Yacht Club for their 
efforts in making the Impulse class welcome 
and giving up their time to run the series, it 
was certainly one to remember. Because we 
missed a year Jon will have a short reign as State 
champ - the next States are being planned for 
this November at Cairn Curran. It’s another very 
welcoming and capable club, and a great place to 
sail for us lake sailors, so let’s make an effort and 
knock Inverloch off their perch as the club with 
the most boats there!

Jon Pulham
Cool Change 597

Winners are grinners. Jon Pulham accepting the trophy from 
Impulse President Kayla Draper.
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Our latest group to join the Learn to sail 
course have experienced a wide variety 
of conditions and come through with 
flying colours.

The group was: Dat Le, Sean Farrell, Rob Hart, 
Eric McCann, Duane Miller, Peter Murphy, Billy 
Reiss, Jack Shi, Stephen Silcock, Warwick Lloyd, 
Valos Michael, Lin Zhao and Susie Falk. 

The first couple of weeks experienced very light 
to almost no wind which wasn’t perfect but did 
provide a chance to get used to being on the water 
and the feel of the boats. As is usual, starting in 
the Corsairs with an instructor and then moving 
onto the Pacers. The wind conditions seemed to 
improve in line with the sailors abilities finishing 
up with a day of quite strong winds. 

Learn to sail
A few shots of the latest group to go through the course

Plenty of on-shore tuition, working through techniques and theory and 
then out onto the water to practice.Jack Shi practices gybing on shore.

Billy Reiss takes the helm with guidance from Jon Pulham



Jon Pulham and Steve Cui lead the lake baptism, oops, I mean capsize training for Jack Shi and Peter Murphy. 
Always a fun and important skill session. 

Mark Bradbeer (L) and Vivienne Harangozo having a ball in the 
strong breeze with coach Peter Whitaker in the Quest.

After a morning of very light breezes, Darryl Larcombe (C) helps 
Jack Shi (L) and Peter Murphy (R) pack the Corsair away.

Coach, Jon Pulham (L) works with Dat Le (R) to derig the Pacer 
after a perfect morning in the sunshine.
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Try a Sabre Day.
With the assistance of a group of our club’s 
Sabre sailors, we held a ‘try a Sabre day’ to finish 
the Learn to sail course in quite challenging 
conditions. Considering this was their first time in 
a single handed boat, the whole group performed 
incredibly well. Some of the stronger gusts did 
result is a quick swim for a couple of the sailors 
but they managed to right their boats and sail on 
in quick time.  

Billy Reiss looking comfortable in a single hander.

Laura Rentsch joined the group to experience a sabre.

Rob Hart trying his hand at a different class

Dat Le clearly having a good time in the Sabre

David Emery gives an introduction to the Sabre for everyone.

Peter Murphy having a ball.

Susie Falk chasing Jack Shi so fast her hat blew off!
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After two years of interruptions to the GP 
with Covid, it was nice to be back at the lake 
and be part of the Melbourne’s first return to 
full capacity crowds.

The discussions with the GP Corporation to 
hold a regatta during this year’s GP were only 
confirmed a few of weeks out, so we are grateful 
to the Open Skiff sailors, parents and organisers 
who worked hard to make this happen. When you 
consider that they had an interstate regatta the 
week before as well as a few late cancellations due 
to Covid, to achieve around 12 boats on the water 
on both Saturday and Sunday was a good result.

Most importantly, they all had a great time in the 
relaxed setting on the lake. This event was at the 
end of their sailing season so a great way to wind 
up just sailing and having fun after a season of 
competitive sailing.

As usual, Pam and the galley crew did a fantastic 
job and it was good to see a couple of boats from 
ASC as well as giving Jemima her first outing 
under her new APYC ownership.

When speaking to Paul and Leonie, the previous 
owners from Ballarat, Paul asked which boat he 
could see sailing on the TV and was most excited 
to hear that it was Jemima.

The Open Skiffs are keen to do it all again next 
year and with a little more time to schedule it in 
their busy calendar, we may double the numbers 
and create an amazing image of the lake which is 
shown all around the world.

Peter Naismith
Commodore APYC

Grand Prix regatta
A record crowd came out to watch the sailing... and a car race.
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Galley Roster 
Seeking more volunteers to help in the Galley.  

It’s tough - a delicious free lunch, great company and you get to meet everyone. 
Call Jackie for more info: 0419 187 140 

Date Helpers 
14 May Pauline Naismith, Pam Pulham 

21 May Gillian Whitaker, Annette Marrinon

28 May Carol Wines, Carole Taylor

4 June Pam Pulham, Jackie White

Date Helpers 
11 June Queen’s B’day Weekend

18 June Pauline Naismith, Annette Marrinon

25 June Carol Wines, Gillian Whitaker

2 July Pam Pulham, Jackie White

The Top of the Bay regatta for 2022 was run by 
the Altona Yacht Club on 12 February. Bathed 
in brilliant sunshine and with good consistent 
breezes the day looked perfect for a day of inter-
club racing.

Steve and I in ‘Good Pace’ raced against three 
Altona Pacers and right from the start led the 
Pacer fleet around the entire course resulting in 
a win for our Lakes team. Our one concerning 

moment was on the first gybe rounding when our 
spinnaker pole ring fell off the mast, ending all 
our spinnaker legs for the rest of the race but we 
still managed to stay in front.

Paul Taig.
‘Good Pace’ 2847

Top of the Bay
This year Altona Yacht Club hosted the annual regatta. 

Paul Taig and Steve Cui prepare to head 
out in ‘Good Pace’ to join the pacers.

Peter Whitaker geared up and 
ready to race in his Impulse.

Trollies left to sunbake as 
the regatta kicks off. 

 ~ 41



It was a very proud day for us to show off our 
club on Opening Day and to have so many 
members in our clubwear showed everyone 
that pride.

The clothing items took quite some time to 
receive as with so many things in recent times, 
supply has been held up by delays from overseas.

The most popular item has been the cotton polos 
as they breathe really well in warm weather and 
of course, the caps. As we move into the cooler 
weather, get yourself a softshell jacket, they are a 
really high quality item you would pay much more 
for in an outdoor store. And it wouldn’t have our 
club branding on it! 

The Acrospire wines collection are not to be 
overlooked and quite a few people have reordered 
after trying them at home. Peter Naismith put 
considerable research into sourcing and sampling 
this set of wines. It was a tough job but someone 
had to do it!

So grab a pack to take home at the bar and give 
them a go.

Perhaps next year we should consider some pirate 
clothing as an option with our club logo ;-)

You can order online (links from our website), 
at the galley or the bar. 

Darryl Larcombe 
Electra 31

Clubwear and 150 merchandise
Let’s face it, we looked good on Opening Day!

Polos $45

Softshell jacket$120
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T-shirt $35 Glass tumbler $22 Club cap $20

Heathcote Shiraz 

This immaculate wine was 
sourced from some of the oldest 
vines in Heathcote. Full bodied 
wine displaying a rich, textured 
palate of dark berry flavours 
and the signature Heathcote 
spice. The finish shows nice 
oak and the wine shows great 
cellaring potential. 

2020 Vineyard Vines Pinot Grigio 

Stonefruit characteristics on the 
nose lead to a palate which is 
extremely approachable with 
subtle notes of persimmon and 
guava. The finish is clean, crisp 
and delicious. 

5 Year Old Sth Australian Tawny 
Port 

Deep amber colour in the glass. 
Full bodied port with rum and 
raisin characters and lovely 
toffee and caramel. The long and 
lingering finish stays with you long 
after the sip. Perfect for winter. 

The Acrospire II commemorative wine collection.
Our lady of the lake was built in 1911 by Charlie Peel. Her beautiful lines are testament to 
her success and elegantly reflect the classic styling of yachts of early last century. She 
has quietly witnessed so much of the clubs history and has become the embodiment of 
all those years of sailing on the lake that we salute her with this range of wines for you to 
take a little piece of her home with you.

Heathcote Shiraz  $360 per dozen

2020 Vineyard Vines Pinot Grigio $240 per dozen

5 Year Old Sth Australian Tawny Port  $28 per bottle

3 bottle pack - Shiraz, Pinot Grigio and Port  $80 each
2 bottle pack - Shiraz and Pinot Grigio  $55 each



It is so good to be able to return to the things 
we love most and one of the highlights is live 
music. Where better than in our own club. If 
you haven’t been to a concert at APYC, then 
it is definitely time to change that. The night 
skyline across the lake is spectacular and only 
overshadowed by the amazing talent on stage.

Don’t miss out, mark these dates in 
your diary and book early.

27th May 

Lloyd Spiegel 
1st July 

Stiletto Sisters 
15th July 

Acoustic Tull
19th August 

Khristian Mizzi &  
Michael Waugh
21st October 

Ugly Uncles 
2 December 

End of year Christmas special 
party with Cadabria and guests 

ALBERT PARK PORT LOUNGE
Live acoustic music on a Friday night

$35/$30 (concession) Cash at the door. 
Doors open 7:30pm

albertparkportlounge.com

Lloyd Speigel

The Stiletto Sisters

Khristian Mizzi & Michael Waugh
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